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BY WAY OF REVIEW
On February
3, 1952, some two thousand
people met in Fa ir
Park Auditorium in Abilene, Texas, to tran scribe the first nation-wide
radio broadcast ever undertaken
by churche s of Chri st . The program
produced on t _hat day was heard the following Sunday afternoo n over
105 radio station s throughout the nation.
In June of 1947, James W. Nichols, then a re cent gradu at e of
Abilene Christian College, went to Cedar Rapids, Iowa, with the twofold purpose of takin g advance courses in speech at the Universi ty of
Iowa, and to preach the gos pel. A short time late r he began a wee kly
radio bro adcast over the lo cal station . Respon se was so encouragi ng
that he soon began to think about expanding the work .
Shortly thereafter , James D. Willeford, another young preacher, who
was also conducting a loc al radio broadca st , bec ame interested
in
the idea of expansion. Their first step was to merge the two programs,
so that each speaker was h ea rd alternately
over both station s. At t he
same time th ey beg an to contac t othe r congregations,
and to pr ese nt
to them the prospects of r adi o evangelism.
The expansion did not progress very rapidly until Novembe r of
1951, when th e Hi ghl and Church of Christ in Abilene ag ree d to assume
complete oversight and direction of the program. Mr. Nichols began to
write scores of letters to some 10,000 congregations
and suppor t bega n
pouring in. Within three months more than $300,000 was ple dged
from more than 800 congre gations. Thus, thi s effort was begun.
Now in its eighth yea r, this program is now heard in ever y state
in the United States and several foreign coun t ries. It may be seen on
m any television stations across the n atio n.
The musk heard on this program
well as several local congregations.

is furnished

by college groups as

Phil Kendrick, a radio speaker with m any years experience,
is
the regular announcer for the network series. The regualr speakers
are J ames Willeford and E. R. Harper, both men of sound faith and
experience.
Many letters and cards pour into the Herald of Truth office each
day. These are answered in the most part by John F. Reese, an elder
of the Highland congregation who devotes full time to this work.
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ALABAMA
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.. .... ..... ........ WULA
Sylacuaga
.. .... ... . ..
...WFEB
Troy .............. . .......................WTBF
..KFAY
.....KBTM
....KUOA

CALIFORNIA

Chico ...
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STATIONS CARRYING HERALD OF . TRUTH
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STATION
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WLOS-TV
Ashville, North Carolina
KMMT-TV
Austin, Minnesota
KXLF-TV
.Butte, Montana
WU SN-TV
Charleston, S. Carolina
CKLW-TV
Detroit, Michigan
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Florence,
D. b.
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Tulsa, Oklahoma
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6
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9
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8
18 2:30
36
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12 Noon Saturday
3 :00 p.m .
6 4 p.m .
8:30 a.m.
9
6
8
6 10:30 a.m.
6
10 1:30 CST
6
8
4
3

is

2 12:30 p.m .
9 2:00 p.m.
8 4:00 p.m. CST
6
12 :00
12
5 10:30
OTHERWISE

NOTED.)
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By E. R. HARPER

TIME
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Sermon

No. 379

May 3, 1959
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oday I introduce my le sso n with a poem by Alexander Pop e, it
reads: "We don't go down with a qu ick, hard fa ll, but we just glide
along. Little by little we lighten our .load 'till we can 't tell right
from wrong. Sin is a monster of such frightful cou ntenan ce, that to be
hated, needs to be seen. But seen too often, familia r ·with her face, we
first endure, then pity, and then embrace." No tr uer poem was ever
written. It is in perfe ct accord with the psalm of David when he says
in Ps alms 1: 1, "Bles se d is the man that walketh not in the counsel of
the ungodl y, nor standeth in the way of the sinners , nor sitteth in th e
seat of the scornful. " At first they did not stan d with the sinner, much
less sit down with him . They walked along, enduring as in the poem,
then pitying the sinner, they became partakers of his deeds and finally
comes the embrace.
No boy ever intended to have his life ruined by sin; no girl ever
intended to see her good name dragged into t he gutter of disgrace. We
all begin innocently. The first step does not seem so bad; the second
is easier; and soon the conscience is dull ed and our very countenance is
marked until they can point us out in any crowd. You, young man, who
are about to marry a woman of the world; one marked by her very
personality so that all who see her sigh and walk away; let me, as one
who knows what ·this will do to you, for I have seen it too vividly and
have been called to help so many times, let me say to you-quit
tha t
woman today, this moment! Do not call her ever again; do not try to
break off easily with her; she has been with othe rs . as she has with
you; the way she paints her face; wears her lipst ick; walks in th e
presence of men brands her as one un worthy of dece nt men's consideration . She is a cancer to your ve ry soul!
I am not talking about som e girl who may have made a mistake, but
whose face sin has not hardened; many ha ve made mistakes and then
be come the finest mothers and wives this world has ever known .. I am
talking of that person whose life has been charted in this down war d
road so long that she is now marked everywher e she goes . If you
marry her , men will not respect you; the business world will not trust
you; decent jobs you will not be able to hold; de st ruction will be your
end, if not death . Your only hope is to drop such a person and no t suffer from a guilty complex for you haven 't hurt suc h characters. They
have destroyed you!
The same is true with you girls in going with boys and men . They,
too, reach such depths of sin that there is no hope for them. Do not
take one of them to be your husband, the father of your children. He
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will drag you down to want and sorrow. Quit him now! Make him
clean himself up. Never marry ·a man to reform him. Millions are today
paying the price of shame and starvation because they would not listen to fathers and mothers who loved them. Maybe they didn't know
how to say it, but you knew they were right.
Paul in your Bible, Galatians 6:7,8, says, "Be not deceived; God is
not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. For
he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he
that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting." This
law, young men and women, does not fail! God's laws are true. Try
to fight them and ruin lies at your door. You may say, I have done thus
and so and I am successful. Many have made mistakes, corrected them,
and made wonderful men and women. Many wicked are today successful in business, but we misapply this verse when we apply it only to
financial affairs. Take many who today walk about in social realms;
look inside their hearts; search · for true happiness in their homes;
Watch the road their loved ones have trod, and see if money alone
can bring life everlasting! In many such homes and personal lives, we
find "corruption" written all over them in that there is no real happiness, no real love, children gone the ways of the world, broken homes,
orphan children, alcoholic husbands and wives, sorrows beyond words:
all this Paul had in mind. Men have been made . to suffer a million
times more by sorrows in their hearts, heartaches almost too great to
bear than they have from the loss of wealth. Corruption is measured
not in immorality alone, but in the loss of the real values of life, those
qualities that go into the formation of characters
that become the
bedrock upon which human society may safely rest. Watch nations today, as they are drinking themselves to destruction. Some that have
boasted of their drinking and of their gambling casinos! They are now
begging their people to drink "milk" instead of intoxicating liquors .
Why? They are developing a nation of problem drinkers. America is fast
on its way to moral decay, as it appears to me. With some 70,000,000
adults, estimated to be drinking intoxicating liquors; with several million problem drinkers;
with our nation having to spend billions for
crime protection; if .our lawmakers become habitual drinkers, how long
do you think our country can live a free people "sowing to the flesh"
as it is?
CHRIST

PICTURES

THIS

SOCIETY

In the setting for our lesson today, where Christ asked this question,
' 'Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye escape the damnation
of hell?" is pictured the terrible condition into which men and nations
sink when they continue to live in sin. Hear what He had to say to that
generation:
''.Ye , b_uild the tombs of the prophets, and garnish the sepulchres pf the righteous," you cleanse first the outside but "within they
are full of exhortation and excess"; He says, "Ye are , like unto whited
sepulchres, which indeed appear beautiful outward, but are within full
of dead men's bones, and of all uncleanness."
He called them "ser-
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pents, vipers, hypocrites";
damnation of hell?"
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and asked

HELL
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This is why churches of Christ, that claim to be the church the
Lord built, presenting to the world the righteousness of our Lord, trying to be the light of the world to lead men away from the flesh, do
not have church gambling parties, drunken church beer parties, with our
preachers leading our men and boys to get drunk; it is why you never
read of churches of Christ having permits to keep beer in our buildings, nor to sell it; it is why we do not have dance halls, turning the
church of the Lord, which is a house of prayer and worship, into a more
or less modern casino, where you may have drinking, gambling and
dancing. We do not wish to appear on the outside "clean-white" and
then have the Lord to say to us and of us, "ye serpents-ye
vipersye hypocrites," "Ye are full of dead men's bones" and "uncleanness" or
rottenness
and that is what drinking, dancing and gambling are.
Why intelligent men and women can be so easily deceived as to be made
to believe such is even a 42nd cousin to Christianity is beyond me.
Christ asked then and I ask now: "How can all such "escape the damnation of hell?"
Yes, we have found there is a hell! that it is eternal; and it will
be populated with those who obey not the gospel and who walk after
the flesh and not after the Spirit. If drinking, gambling and dancing are
not of the flesh, then pray tell me what one has to do to walk after
the flesh? In Galatians 5: 19,20 every one of these is either specifically
or inclusively mentioned. Drunkenness
is specifically condemned. Do
your churches practice it? Revellings includes dancing as a part of its
definition; and uncleaness and lasciviousness and the term "such like"
includes your gambling dens, either in the church or out. How can such
escape the damnation of hell? If these can be saved then why such condemnation of all such by Christ and His apostles in the Bible? My
friends, we are not foolish! We know what is right!
MATTHEW

3:7,!l

In Matthew chapter 3 and verses 7,8 we have a group of people
called a "generation of vipers"; they are the same people Christ was
condemning in Matthew 23. John the Baptist is baptizing in Jordan,
not sprinkling them out on the banks of the river . It says they -were
"baptized of him in Jordan." This is why Christ was said to "come up
straightway out of the water." John was baptizing "in Jordan "-not on.
the bank! Now when he saw this "generation of vipers" coming to be
baptized of him he said to them: "0, ye generation of vipers, who hath
warned you to flee the wrath to come?" Why were people coming to
John to be baptized? It was "for the remission of sins." Evidently these
vipers had the mistaken idea about baptism that some would try fo
make you believe we have. They must have thought that baptism alone
would prepare them to escape the damnation of hell, but John said to
them, "Bring forth therefore fruits meet for repentance."
How were
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these, in John's day, escaping the damnation
of hell? . As penitent
souls, being baptized of John's baptism, for the remission of sins. In
Mark 1: 4 it says John was ·preaching the "baptism of repentance for
the remission of sins" and in Luke 3: 3 it read s, "And he came into
all the country about Jordan, preaching the baptism of re pentance for
the remission of sins."

of John's baptism after John's baptism had ceased and the baptism of
Christ had taken its place. Baptism for the remi ssio n of sins you
may reject, but escape it you cannot and prepare to escape the damnation of hell.

Now good people, why were they in John's day being baptized
for remission of sins as penitent hearts , sorry for their sins? Were
they not trying to escape the ·damnation of hell? This baptism was
for the remission of sins. Is not remission of sins an effort to escape
the damnation of hell? Why else wer e the multitud es coming to be
baptized of John for the remission of their sins? In Luke 7: 30 we
have this passage that is unanswerable.
It . says, "but the Phari sees
and lawyers rejected the counsel of God against themselves, being not
baptized of him ," that is, of John .

After Christ's death He gave to Hi s apostles His Great Commission
that was to all the world; to every creatu re in all the world. Will you
listen to His words? In Matt hew 28: 18-20 Christ speaking has this to
say, "All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. Go ye there fore and teach all nation s, baptizing them in th e name of the Fat her
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to ob serve all
things whatsoever I ha ve commanded you and lo, I am with you always ,
even unto the end of the w'orld ." I ask this question, What was t his
Great Commission for, if not to enable the nations to escape the
damnation of hell? If it were given for that purpose then Christ says
He is only with those who teac h all nations to be bap ti zed as commanded. Why fight the Lord's co mmi ss ion given by which all nations
may escape the damnation of hell?

THE

•

Now contrast the two: In Matthew, Mark and Luke we ha ve had
multitudes coming to be baptized of John in Jordan for the remission
of sins; here in Luke 7: 30 we hav e this group "rejecting the counsel
of God, being not baptized." Question for you to answ er who wish to
escape the · damnation
of hell: Which ' of these two gro ups do you
think will escape the damnation
of hell-the
group who accepted,
rec _eived and obeyed the counsel of · God by being baptize d or that
group who rejected the counsel of God, refusing to be baptized? There
is but one answer! T~at answer is on the very face of the question!
call it what you will; verse 29 says, "and
Call it water salvation;
all the people that heard him (that is heard Christ), justified God,
being baptized with the baptism of John."
Now you may argue as you like, but even under John's baptism
those who rejected it were lost. I know some of you will write me
and ask, "What about the thief on the cross? He was not baptized."
I will tell you what I will do-I will give you $1,000.00 if you will
prove to me he was not baptized . Well, says one, he was on the cross.
Yes, he died on the cross, but he lived all his life here on earth; not
on the cross. Now you prove he was not baptized if a Jew, and the
money is yours. This will keep you and your preachers up all night
trying to find the proof. · But men can just make a statement, without
proof, and it will take the judgment day to show how much harm
has been done. Remember, as we pass from those during the days of
John the Baptist, that those who "f led from the wrath to come" were
being baptized for the remission
of sins; those who justified God
were baptized and those who "r ejected the counsel of God against
themselves" were those who refused to be baptized. Take your choice!
It is your soul! This baptism had to be preceded by a penitent heart,
else it accomplished no purpose at all. It was not baptism alone then ;
neither is it baptism alone now. These were being baptized, . believing
that Christ would come and die for their sins as is pointed out in
Acts 19: 1-10 where those were baptized again who had been baptized

G_REAT

MARK

·

COMMISSION

16:15,16

In Mark 16: 15,16 Christ again says, "Go ye into all the wor ld,
an d preach the gospel to every creature . He that belie vet h and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damn ed."
Why was Christ giving this world-wide command that was to reach
every creature? If it were not to help them escape the damn ation of
hell then what was it for? Let someone answer this who dares de ny
that man has to obey our Lord's own world-wide commission. Why was
Christ so anxious th at Hi s gospel be preached to the world? In Romans
1: 16 we have the answer . Paul says, "For I am not ashamed of the
gospel of Christ for it is the power of God unto salvation to every
one that believeth; to the Je w first a nd also unto the Greek." Man ca n't
be saved without the power of God; The gospel is the power of God;
therefore the gospel must be preached and obe ye d for man to escape
the damnation of hell. In II Thess . 1: 8,9 Paul says those who "kn ow
not God and who obey not the gospel of Christ shall be punished with
everlasting destruction from the presence of God and from the glory
of his power." To escape the damnation of hell man must obey the
gospel of Christ. Let no man tell you there is nothing to do to be
saved, for here the gospel must be obeyed. Again let no man cause
you to believe that "fai th" is the onl y command of the gospel to be
obeyed. Is the gospel of Ch rist just composed of "faith only"? Are
there not other commands in the gospel? In Heb. 5: 8,9 Paul says,
"though he, Christ, were a Son yet learned · he the obedience by the
things which he suffered;
a nd being made perfect he became th e
author of eternal salvation to all them that obe y him." Man migh t ju st
a·s well make up his mind that. he has to obey the : Lord if he escapes
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the damn ation of h ell. The only answer to the Lord's question of
these Pharisees, "how can ye esc ape the damnation of hell? " is to
obey the gospel of your Lord.
Now I press thi s question, When the Lord commanded them to be
"baptized in the name of the Fa ther an d of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit," when He said "go into all t he world and pr eac h the gospel
to every creature. He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved,"
how were they to learn about water baptism if the apostles were not
to pre ach it, in pr eac hing to the m t he gospel of Christ , whi ch Paul
declares is God's po wer unto salvation ? You answer t his qu estion and
your fight against bapti sm is over! Baptism is a part of th is gospel of
Christ . If not, by whose authority, by whose gospel do you preach it,
pr a ctice it, and bind it upon all who come into your church? It is
high time this fight again st the Lord 's own command is stopped and
the souls of men are being prep ar ed to es cape the damn ation of hell
by be lievin g and bein g baptiz ed just a s Christ ord ere d in Mark 16: 16.
R emember, th at command came from Christ, not men . Wh y did Christ
give Mark 16: 16 if not to help us escape t he damnation of hell?
COMMISSION

CARRIED

OUT

In closing let us come to the exe cution of this Gre at Commission.
His disciples are now in Jerusal em. It is Pente cost. Chri st ha s been
crucified and ascended back to the Father . His test ament now begins.
The baptism of John has now ce a sed a nd Christ's bapti sm is in for ce .
The Spirit is guiding the apostles (Acts 2: 4). They can't make a
mistake. They deliver the sermon; the people are pricked to their
hearts, Acts 2: 37; they ask Peter and the rest of the apo stles, "What
shall we do?" Why do they ask this? They are convi cted of the awful
sin of crucifying the Lord. They are los t, still in danger of t he damnation of hell. Christ through His apostl es is now r ea dy to tell them
how they may escape the damnation
of hell. Peter say s to them
"repent and be baptized every on e of you in the name of Jesus Chri st
for the remission of sins and ye sh all receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit." Why this command from heaven that day? Were they not
trying to escape the damnation of hell? Verse 41 shows that 3000 were
baptized and verse 47 says, "the Lord added to the chur ch daily such
as should be saved." Verse 44 called tho se baptized "belie vers," saved
"believers." Question : Were they escapin g the damnation of hell? There
was another crowd present who would not repent and be baptized;
were they saved? Were they called "believers"? Did th ey esc ape the
damnation of hell?
CONVERSIONS

We follow this Great Commission into the region s about them.
In Acts 8 the Samaritans
were baptized , both men and women; the ;
eunuch was baptized at once; Saul of Tarsus was " baptized" for in
Acts 22:16 we read: "arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins";
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Corneliu s of Acts 10 wa s baptized , verse 48; Ac t s 16, Lydia and her
household were all baptized; t he jailor and his house were baptized the
same hour of the night ; Acts 18 : 8, the Corint hians were baptiz ed ;
l!nd , in _;Acts 19: 1-10 those baptized of John's bapti sm after the baptism
of Christ became effecti ve, were "baptized in t he name of the Lord
Jesus ."
Friends, what were these men of God doing going to th ese peop le?
What were the people trying to do a s they came, being bap t ized as
penitent believers in Christ as commanded by Him in Mark 16: 16, if
the y were not trying to esca pe the damnati on of hell? As I close, t ell
me, what became of all tho se who rejected the gos pel of Chri st aga in st
them selve s being not baptized of Christ's baptism: where these gospe l
preacher s went? Were tho se who refu sed to obey their go spel save d?
Did the y also escape the damnation · of h ell t he same as the gre at
multitudes who were baptized? My good people, what is the matter
with the world that they obje ct so passionate ly to he aven's bind ing
the Lord 's own Great Commission upon them ? He gave it t hat we
might be saved; that we might escape the damn at ion of hell throug h
His precious blood , Matthe w 26: 28. Will you not obey it th at you
may be sav ed and that you may "escape the da mn ation of hell " is my
prayer in His precious name. You can make no mistake in follo wi ng
the Lord' s orders for H e knows the avenu e of esca pe . Will yo u n ot
ac ce pt His orders in Mark 16: 15,16 and be saved ?

FOR MORE than se veri years millions of people have received inspiration by listening to the HERALD OF TRUTH
each week. The me ssages are brought by two men with a
total of 70 years of study and preaching. Their lessons
are logical and intriguing as well as in t eresting. You will
be challenged by each sermon.
The chor _al rendition of familiar hymns on each · program
ar~ carefully selected to fit in with the subject of that day's
message. A cappella groups from several colleges and local
congregations
have recorded this beautiful music.
The HERALD OF TRUTH program was recently rated the
most listened to religious program in a mid-western metropolitan area. The daily mail · brings letters from Christian
and non-Christian alike . Many of these request copies of the
sermons and several thousand of these are sent out each
month.
Check the listings of your local station and be a regular
listener. You will be greatly inspired. Tell your friends
to tune in the HERALD OF TRUTH.

THE GENERATION OF CHRIST
ABC
By
Radio

Sermon

THE

Network "

E. R. Harper

No. 380

May 10, 1959

7

he generation of Christ is a subject most vital to every accountable soul on earth. Do you know what the generation of Christ
implies? What is means? Do you know who the generation of Christ
really is? Suppose I should take our Bible and by it prove that the
generation of Christ is the church and that only? Would you accept
it? This statement I am making to you without fear of Bible contradiction : The church the Lord built is the generation
of Christ and
·
nothing else is or can be.
ISAIAH

53

Would that I had the time to read the entire 53rd chapter · of
Isaiah. May I request that you re ad it following this broadcast- - the
entire chapter? It is a des cription of the rejection, the trial , the death,
the burial, and the great love Christ possessed for the souls of men.
It implies in this chapter
His life beyond His death, for it speaks
of His "seed" and the "prolonging of his days." It is in this chapter
Christ in prophecy is pictured as bearing our iniquities for it says,
"By his knowledge shall my righteous
servant justify many: for he
shall bear their iniquities"
and verse 12 says "He was numbered
with the transgressors:
and he bare the sin of many , and made intercession for the transgressors."
HIS

GENERATION

Now the setting for our lesson today is found in verse 8 where
it says, "He was taken from prison and from judgment : and who
shall declare his generation for he is cut off out of the land of the
living; for the transgression
of my people was he stricken."
In verse 10 of Him it says, "Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise
him; he hath put him to grief : when thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he · shall see his seed, and he shall prolong his days, and
the pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in the land ." Our question is,
How shall He have "seed" if His life is taken from Him and He is
"cut off out of the land of the living"? There must be spiritual significance in these quotations
more than just the condemnation
of
His contemporaries
or the declaration of His crime and His impending death, as a crier goes before to announce His deed and His exe cution as some would have us think. To me there is a prophetic
utterance
here regarding
the increase
of the followers
of Christ,
resulting from His willingness to be acquainted with our sorrows and
our griefs; to be wounded for our transgressions;
to be oppressed;
to be tried and condemned;
to surrender His very life, and be numPage 12
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bered with the trans gres sors that we poor sinful creatures
of this
earth might be healed by His stripes . The wounded palms nailed to
a Roman cross; the sword-pierced
side; the bleeding brow, cut by
the crown of thorns placed upon His head by His hate-filled enemies
were not just for His own pleasure and ac claim. It was all part of
a plan devised by loving hearts that some way could be found to
bear the iniquity of poor fallen mankind and at the same tim e uphold
the dignity and the holiness and justice of heaven's righteous tribunal.
That plan called for the crucifixion of the Son of God upon Calvary's
cross. All this, and more too, was foretold in these immortal words of
the prophet as he wrote two thousand five hundred years ago, yea,
centuries before the Christ was ever numbered with the transgressors
or given a grave with the wicked.
HIS

INCREASE

-

(ISAIAH

9:6,7)

To me the thought of this lesson is further borne out in such
prophecies and predictions
as that found in the following Scriptures.
In Isaiah 9: 6,7 we read "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son
is given: and the government
shall be upon his
shoulder and his
name shall be called Wonderful,
Counsellor, The mighty God, The
everlasting
Father, The Prince of Peace . Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end." Here is prophesied
no
end of the increase of His government, What is this increase? These
are the secrets to my lesson today,
JOHN

3:30

John the Baptist, who was sent to announce the coming of Christ,
says of Him in John 3:28-30, "Ye yourselves bear me witness, that
I said , I am not the Christ, but that I am sent before him. He that
hath the bride is the bridegroom:
but the friend of the bridegroom,
which standeth
and heareth
him rejoic eth greatly becau se of the
bridegroom 's voice: this my joy th erefore is fulfilled.
He (that is
Christ) must increase, but I mu st decrease."
It is this increase
of
the Lord that holds the spot-light in our lesson today. To me here . is
a beautiful picture, a figure that holds my heart in fascination . Here
is Christ, the bride groom, who is to be given a bride. In the very
next verse John then sp eaks of the increase of the bridegroom. Our
question is, How can He have an increase;
how can He have a
generation;
how can He have seed since His life is taken from
Him and He is taken from the earth? You answer this.
JEREMIAH

2:21

That God's people are referred to as seed we have but to read
Jeremiah
2:20,21. Here the prophet says, "For of old time I have
broken thy · yoke, and burst thy bands ; and thou saidst, I will not
transgress;
when upon every high hill and under every green tree
thou wanderest,
playing the harlot . Yet I had planted thee a noble
vine, wholly a right seed; how then art thou turned into the de-
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generate plant of a strange vine unto me?" Here God's seed was
-Israel, the children of the covenant. Does God have seed today and
if so, who are they? This is our question for this study. His seed
would have to come through His Son, His only begotten Son.
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the chariot to stand still; and they went down both into the watE
both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him. And when th1
were come up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught aw~
Philip, that the eunuch saw him no more: a nd he went ·on his w2
rejoicing."

POSTERITY

The commonly accepted definition of the word "generation"
or
"seed" with regards to a person refers to his "posterity";
his "decendents"; his "offspring";
those who live because he lived. Now with
God in Jeremiah 2:21 His "seed" or "generation"
His children were
in this vers e the children of Isr ae l. Today the seed or generation of
Christ, those who make up God 's seed, are those who become His
spiritual posterity;
His spiritual seed by His Son, Christ J es us. The
question for your consideration
today, be you preacher, priest, church
member, or whoever you are, is this: Who
or what is the generation or seed of Christ?
It shall now be my happy privilege to answer this question for
you. The answer must come from your Bible. Remember
churches
of Christ have no creed books given to us by men; we h ave no confessions of faith; no systems devised by man nor by a set of men
by which we have to be governed or have our licenses to preach revoked, whether we personally believe the doctrine given by these men
or not. What we are to preach is not handed down to us by some
ecclesiastical power, claiming infallibility, nor by a conference or convention which has delegated to itself the right to make or change
the laws of the church at will. We have only the Bible as our guide.
To it and it alone we go for what we are preaching. Now what does
your Bible teach is the generation of Christ; His seed, the children
of God?
ACTS 8:26

We can beg in to understand
this as we re a d Acts, chapter 8,
verse 26 through 40. Here Philip was sent by the Spirit to join himself
to the chariot of the Ethiopian eunuch. The eunuch was reading Isaiah,
chapter 53, the chapter for the setting of our lesson today. The eunuch
asked Philip, "of whom speaketh
the prophet this? of himself or
of some other man?" The part he was reading was where it was
said concerning Christ by the prophet, "in his humiliation his judgment was taken away; and who shall declare his generation:
for his
life is taken from the earth." Verse 35 says, "Then Philip opened his
mouth and began at the same scripture and preached unto him Jesus."
In preaching Jesus he explained the meaning of the prophet. Having
heard the complete explanation the eunuch said, "see here is water,
What doth hinder me to be baptized? and Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart thou mayest. And he answered and said,
I believe that Jesus is the Christ the Son of God . And he commanded

QUESTION

TO

CONSIDER

Before passing from this question asked by the eunuch, I shoul
like to ask you this question: How did the eunuch learn about wate
baptism - that you had to go down into the water and come up ou
of the water, when the only thing Philip preached to him was Jesus
There can be but one answer: You can't preach Jesus and leave ou
"water baptism," for preaching Jesus in its completeness
must ill
elude His plan for saving the world and Christ said, "go ye into al
the world and preach the gospel to every creature. He that believetl
and is baptized shall be saved" (Mark 16:16). This Philip preache,
to the eunuch. This was a part of his preaching Christ to him. An i
man who preaches this Jesus of Isaiah 53 to you and refuses to preacl
water baptism as did Philip here in Acts 8 is not preaching Jesu1
as did Philip, the man sent by the Spirit to this eunuch.
Here the Spirit was directing in this affair, He sent Philip to :loll!
himself to this man. Hence this was the answer of the Spirit to a
man lost and desiring to become a part of this generation of Christ ,
or His seed. When you have accepted Jesus as did this eunuch you
will have done just what he did, else you have accepted a different
Jesus . Question for you to answer just here: Did the eunuch become
a part of the generation of Christ? Could he now be counted for a
part of the seed of God, by God's own Son, Jesus Christ? If not what
will it take to constitute one a part of the generation of the Lord?
If this did make the eunuch a part of this seed, of the Lord's spiritual
posterity, then this is what it will take today to enroll one in that
family. It is time to see that the spiritual generation, the spiritual
seed, the spiritual posterity of the Lord are the baptized believers
who make up the church of the Lord.
SCHOLARS

SPEAK

That you may know I am not by myself in this I give you what
some of the leading church men of the religious world say. Matthew
Henry says, "Some by his generation
understood his spiritual seed:
Who can count the vast numbers of converts that shall by the gospel
be begotten to him like the dew of the morning? When thus exalted
he shall live to see a numberless
believing progeny, of his adopted
sons; the godlike race, exceed the stars that heaven's high arches
grace." He attributes
this to Sir R. Blackmore . Matthew Henry, goes
on to say, "Of this generation of his let us pray, as Moses did_ for
Israel. The Lord God of our fathers make them a thousand times
as many more as they are, and bless them as he has promised them ,
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Deut. 1: 11." Concerning the statement in Isaiah 53: 10 where it says,
"and he shall see his seed" Matthew Henry says "True believers are
the seed of Christ; the Father gave them to him to be so." He says
further, "He shall see a great increase of them; the word is plural,
He shall see his seeds, multitudes of them, so many that they cannot
be numbered." The outstanding thought of this commentator
is that
this seed, this generation is the church. He says Christ is the root
"of the universal church and with him and his spiritual seed is the
covenant of grace made." In his introduction to Isaiah 54, Henry says,
"The death of Christ is the life of the church" and he refers to it as
the "gospel church; into which the Gentiles were to be admitted."
BARNES

Albert Barnes says of Isaiah 53: 8, "The only light, it seems to me,
whi ch can be thrown on it, is to be derived from the 10th verse ,
wher e it said, 'He shall see his seed, he shall prolong his days' and
this would lead us to suppose that the sense is, that he would have
a posterity which no one would be able to enumerate,
or declare .
According to this, the sense would be, 'He shall be indeed cut off
out of the land of the living, but his race shall not be extinct. Notwithstanding
this , his generation, race, posterity , shall be so numer ous that no one shall be able to declare it.'" He says further , "He
shall see his seed; his posterity ; his descendents." He quotes Psalms
22: 30 as applying to the Messiah, where it says, "A seed shall serve
him; it shall be accounted to the Lord for a generation.'' That Barnes
believes this refers to the church we have but to read his comment on Isaiah 54:1 the very next chapter where he says, "The church
is often in the Bible compared to a female and the connection between God and his people is often compared with that between a
husband and wife."
CALVIN

Barnes quotes John Calvin as saying, "We are to remember
that the prophet does not speak only
of the person of Christ, but
embraces the whole body of the church, which ought never to be separated from Christ."
ADAM

CLARK

While Adam Clark does not express a positive conviction concerning the expression,
"His generation"
he doe·s express himself
in perfect accord with the rest regarding verse 10 where it says, "he
shall see his seed." Clark says they are His "true converts, genuine
Christians"
and concerning
the expression,
"He shall prolong his
days" Clark says, "Or his spiritual progeny shall prolong their days,
i.e. Christianity shall endure to the end of time." He closes his comments on this chapter by showing all this includ .es the "prevalence
of his gospel, and the extension of his kingdom through all ages."
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He , a s the others in hi s comments
it to refer to the "church ."

of the very next

WE CONCLUDE

chapter , shows

FROM THESE

From these men we must conclude that the generation of Christ;
His seed, the prolonging of His days all refer to H is spiritual seed;
His "posterity" ; His children; which all of these scholars, it seems
to me, regard as the church of the Messiah. This has to be correct for
the church is the saved of this earth and the saved of the ear t h are
the children of God, or His seed ; His gener ation. This subject , therefore, becomes a most serious study, for only the children of God, His
seed , are heirs of God. Paul says in Rom ans 8: 17, "If children , then
heirs ; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ." The writer of the
Hebrew letter in chapter 4, verses 6,7 say s, "And because ye are
sons , God hath sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, crying ,
Abba Father. Wherefore t.hou art no more a servant, but a son; and
if a son, then an heir of God, through Christ. "
HEIRS

MEMBERS

OF THE

CHURCH

In Galatians 3: 26 Paul says, "for ye are all. the children of God
by faith in Christ Jesus. " Then in verse 27 he explains to them why
they were "children of God by faith in Chri st Jesus ." He says, "for
as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Chris t "
and concludes this chapter by saying, "And if ye be Christ's, then are
ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise ." To whom
did he write this letter? In chapter 1, verse 2, Paul says, "And all
the brethren which are with me, unto the churches of Galatia, gra ce
be to you and peace from God the Father , and from our Lord Je sus
Christ." From this we must conclude that onl y the members of t he
church in Galatia belonged to Christ; were the sons of God and
heir s according to the promise. These heir s, these children of God,
these members of the church were all baptized into Christ, mind
you; not an exception (Verse 27) . Here the church again is pictured
as the seed of Christ; as His children, His posterity, His generation,
hen ce "heirs of God according to the promise.''
WHAT

IS THE

CHURCH

That you may see further the truth of my lesson today, I read
to you I Timothy 3: 15 where Paul says, "I write unto you that ye may
know how to behave yourselves in the house of God, which is the
church of the lf'vifig God.'' Here the church is the "house of God.''
What is the house of God? In I Peter 4:16-18 Peter says, "If any
man suffer as a Christian let him not be ashamed but let him glorify
God in this behalf . For the time is come that judgment must begin
at the house of God : and if it first begin at us , what shall the end
be of them that obey not the gospel of God. And it the righteous
scarcely be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner appear?"
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Who are these referred to her as the "us"? as the "house of God"?
as the "righteous"? In the first chapter, verse 1 through 3, Peter said
they were the "elect" of God; those, "begotten again unto a lively or
living hope by the resurrection of Christ"; and in verses 14 and 19 they
were, "obedient children, redeemed by the precious blood of Christ"
and in verse 17 they were those who had "obeyed the gospel." Again
the church - the house of God is the righteous, the saved; those
who have obeyed the .gospel, those redeemed by the blood of Christ,
obedient children.
Since, therefore,
a child only is an heir it follows, without
successful contradiction,
that only members of the church the Lord
built, Matthew 16:18, are heirs of God; His children; His "generation
-His
seed"; His "spiritual posterity." Hence, when we ask,
"Who
shall declare his generation for his life is cut off from the land of
the living," we answer back: The church is the only declaration
of
His seed, His generation, His posterity, His ·heirs.

CHRIST

OVER

HIS OWN

HOUSE

That you may know this has to be true, I read to you Hebrews
3: 6. Here it reads, "But Christ as a son over his own house: whose
house are we, if we hold fast the confidence of the hope firm unto the
end." Wha~ is this house of the Hebrew Letter? In chapter 10, verse
21 it reads, "And having an high priest over the house of God, let
us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith." This house
given to His Son is none other than this house of God which Paul
in I Timothy 3: 15 called the "church."

CONCLUSION

Since Christ was "cut off from the land of the living" the only
way He could "see His seed," was in a spiritual sense, for He could
have no physical seed. Having now found the church to be His
spiritual seed, His spiritual house, His spiritual family, His spiritual
posterity, His spiritual generation, -and the "heirs of promise" it behooves us to find out how one gets into this church of the Lord.
Remember, all who ever became members of this church found in the
New Testament
were baptized into it, Acts 2:38-47; I Cor. 12:13.
This being true the Lord has made baptism a condition of salvation.
Will you study this vital question and become a member of the
church the Lord built is our prayer in the name of Christ Jesus
our Lord.
Be listening to my next lesson as I discuss the questions, When
Did Christ See His Seed? What Is The Church Of The Lord? And
How Do We Become Members Of His Church?
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hank you and greetings, friends. I feel today that I must express
our personal thanks and appreciation to you as individuals and as
congregations for your wonderful fellowship in making it possible
for us here at the Highland Church of Christ to bring you the gospel of
Christ by radio and television. Such love for the souls of men who
must have the gospel of Christ to bring them to Christ will be
responsible
for thousands,
we pray millions, hearing
their names
confessed to the Father in the day · of judgment. They, throughout
all eternity, will give thanks that working together with our Lord
in this great work of preaching
the gospel, we together with you
helped them to find Christ in their hearts. I am happy to say to
you who are interested
in this program of work that it is growing
in both interest and coverage in a most encouraging way. Just what
could be done if each Christian and each congregation of the church
could be caused to see the vital importance of this opportunity the
Highland Church of Christ has been given to reach millions with
the "Gospel of Salvation" is almost beyond our imagination. But again
let me thank all of you who have had fellowship with us in this
wonderful work of our Master. Our prayer is that this program may
grow until it covers the nation as the waters cover the sea. It is
possible. May the Lord grant that it be so!
T.HE

BEGINNING

OF HIS

SEED

As promised you in a former lesson, I am discussing with you
today the question, "When Did Christ See His Seed?" When did this
glorious event begin? In Isaiah 53: 12 we have this prophetic statement concerning the Christ, "Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise him;
he hath put him to grief; when thou shalt make his soul an offering
for sin, he shall see his seed, and he shall prolong his days, and the
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in his hands." Two things important
here: first, Who are His seed? Second, When did He see His seed?
HIS SEED

In a former lesson I pointed out that His seed, His generation,
verse 8, was . the family of God, which Paul called the "house of God"
in I Timothy 3: 15. Here Paul called this "house of God" the "church
of the living God." Peter referred to this house in these words, "If
any man suffer as a Christian let him not be ashamed; but let him
glorify God on this behalf (your Revised Version says this name).
For the time is come that judgment must begin at the house of God:
and if it first begin at us, what shall the end be of them that obey
Page 19
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not the gospel of God?'' Here, the "house of God" is composed of all
those who have obeyed the gospel of God; this house of God here
includes all Christians,
and in verse 18 is shown to include all the
righteous, and last but not least it is shown to include all the saved.
Peter says the "us" of verse 17 is this "house of God." Peter was a
Christian; he was righteous;
he had obeyed the gospel; he was saved;
he was a part of the "us " in verse 17; he was a part of this "house
of God." You will recall th a t Paul declared the house of God to be
the church of the living God. Hence God's house is His family; His
family includes His children;
His children are heirs, Romans 8: 17,
but His children, His heirs, are His seed, His generation . Since His
"house"
is the "church"
it follows
therefore
without
successful
refutation,
that the church given to us by Christ our Lord, Matthew
16: 18, includes all the saved; that it includes all of God's children;
that it and it alone in the Christian dispensation
will fall heir to the
promises of the Lord by the blood of Christ; for it and it alone is the
generation
of Christ; is the seed of Christ, as spoken of by Isaiah
with the
the prophet. If this be not true then begin in Jerusalem
people of God in that city and go into every city mentioned in your
New Testament and find a group called the "saved"; called "believers,"
"saved believers";
called the "children of God"; "heirs of God" that
you can prove beyond doubt they were no part of the church built by
our blessed Lord and Saviour. This being true the religions of this
earth need to restudy their concepts regarding
the church the Lord
built. Churches of Christ stand upon a Scriptural
ground we believe
to be unanswerable
and unshaken, for Christ is the foundation upon
which this church is built, I Cor. 3: 11; Isaiah 28: 16. Get your Bible
now and read these after the broadcast. No, Peter is not the foundation
upon which the church was built. He was never "laid in Zion" for a
"sure foundation"
as the prophet said in Isaiah 28: 16 must be done.
Paul plainly says, guided by the Spirit of God, "other foundation can
no man lay than is laid, which is Jesus Christ." That eliminates Peter
as "The Foundation"
upon which is built the church of the Lord;
His seed; His generation.
WHEN

DID

CHRIST

SEE

HIS

SEED?

Our question now is, When did Christ See His Seed? Was it
before His death or after His death? This may seem a very trivial
thing to you, but I promise you it is one of the most vital of all
questions
you will ever study for the beginning
of His seed will
determine
much that is taught in the religions of the world. Since
His seed, His generation is none other than His "spiritual house, . the
church," then to find the beginning of His seed will be to find the
beginning of His church. Time forbids my mentioning, except briefly,
the theories regarding the beginning of the church of the Lord, His
covenant, His seed. One position is that it began before the foundation
of the world, another with Adam, a third during the days of Abraham,
a fourth was one time taught that it began in the days of John the
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Baptist on the banks of the Jordan , a fifth theory tries to have it
begin during the personal ministry of Christ some time prior to His
crucifixion;
and last that it began in Jerusalem
after the death of
Christ. Our question is, Which of these is right? They can't all be!
ISAIAH

SPEAKS

Our first witness
shall be the prophet
Isaiah from whom we
read in the beginning. · Surely he should know . He says in Isaiah 53:10,
"When thou shalt make his soul an offering for sin, he shall see
his seed." One thing certain:
until His "soul was made an offering
for sin," He should not see His seed. Think you He would have seed
and be refused the right to see them? We should need no further
proof as to when the seed of Christ was to begin. It had to be
after His death. This entire chapter
pictures
the mockery
of His
trial, His condemnation
without justice,
His death, and His doing
all this to take upon Himself our iniquities, and to make intercessions
for our transgressions.
Had the events of Isaiah 53 never transpired
Christ would not now be our Saviour. This we must see! This one
time understood
and the time
of our lesson stands
before us unanswerable
by all the critics of the universe. Yes, it was after His
soul was made an offering for sin that He could see His seed. Let
no man declare that the final offering of His soul did not taste of the
death of Calvary, for in such a declaration
you eliminate
the need
of Calvary and make the Father offer His Son in a vain mockery for
our sins.
NEW

TESTAMENT

STRENGTHENS

THIS

Turn now with me to Matthew 20: 28, also Mark 10: 45 and hear
the testimony
of Christ Himself, where He says, "Even as the Son
of man came not to be ministered
unto, but to minister, and to give
his life a ransom for many ." Paul in I Timothy 2: 6 says, "For there
is one God, and one mediator between God and man, the man Christ
Jesus," (incidentally
this eliminates Mary as a mediator between God
and man). We come to God by Christ only, "Who gave himself as a
ransom for all, to be testified in due time." In Titus 2: 14 Paul writes
"Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity
and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works."
How were we redeemed, purified, as His peculiar people? By His death;
His giving Himself for us. In I Thess. 5: 9,10 we read, "For God hath
not appointed us to wrath but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ, who died for us, that whether we wake or sleep, we should llve together with him ." How did we enjoy this? By His death; not before!
The writer of Hebrews, in chapter 2:9 has this to say; "But we see
Jesus, who is made a little lower than the angels for the suffering
of death, crowned with glory and honour; that he by the grace of
God should taste death for every man" and in Hebrews 9:26-28 we
have this unanswerable
statement;
"For then must he often have
suffered since the foundation of the world: but now once in the end
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of the world (the margin of your Bible says 'the consummation
of the
ages'), hath he appe ared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself.
And as it is appoint ed unto m an on ce t o di e, but aft er t,his the jud gment: So Christ was once offered to bear the sins of many; and
unto them th at look for him sh all he appe ar the second time without
sin unto salvation." Here He cam e to "suffer - to be come a sacrifice
- and to be offered in that sa crifi ce to bear our sins ." Isaiah said
"Bear our iniquities ." This ha s to be and is wh at Isaiah, the proph et
saw centuries
before.
This b eing true, then , salv ati on by Christ, the for giveness of our
sins and our iniquities by His blood; the bearing of our sins by Him;
the seeing of His se ed, the beginnin g of His people, the house of
God, the church, all had to h ave th eir beginning after His death when
He was "made an offering for our sins." Who among you today would
declare Christ was made an offering for sin before and without His
death on Calvary's cross? My good friends, Christ's seed, His church,
His people, His generation , began after Calvary ; not before! This
is extremely vit al to our correct understanding
of the truth. Multiplied millions try to go back before the death of Christ for the ful fillment of these precious promises
for the establishment
of His
church. Bear with me while I present to you further proof of these
vital truths .
ALL

THINGS

NEW

It sh all now be my effort to show you it was by the death of
Christ that we had a new system inaugurat ed. By His death all things
became new. Without His death on Calvary nothing would have been
made new. The old regime would have lasted. This we must see and
understand!
In John 3: 5 Christ says "except a m an be born again born anew - he cannot see the kin gdom of God"; in II Cor. 5: 17
Paul says, "If any man be in Christ, he is a n ew creature; old thing s
have passed away; behold all thin gs are be come n ew ." In H ebrews
9 : 15 it declares Christ to be the "mediator
of a new testament."
In verse 16 the writer say s "for whe re a test a m ent is there mu st
of necessity be the death of the testator . For a t est am ent is of force
after men are dead: otherwis e it is of no stren g th at all while the
testator liveth." So this "new testament"
of which Christ is medi ator
became effective after His de at h ; not before . It is by this testament
we become His seed; hence He could not have "seen his seed" until
after His death; until His testam ent bec ame eff ective. This h as to
be the truth, my good people! In Hebr ew s 8: 13 we find we ha ve a
new covenant; of this covenant th e wr it er says in verse 6 it is " based
upon better promises." Why try to go ba ck be fore the Father "made
His - Christ's - soul an offering for sin s" when the Bible declares
in words no man should misunderstand,
that it was by and after His
death He bore the "iniquity of us all"? These "better promises" were
made possible by the death of Christ. If not, why His death on the
cross? Yes, we come this side of the death of Christ for the Chris-
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tian dispensation.
Prior to that they had only the blood of animals
that could never t ake aw ay sin , H eb . 10 : 1-4. Re ad it pl ea se!
NEW

AND

LIVING

WAY

In Hebrews 10: 15-20 we have this irrefutable
statement as to the
time of the ev ents of this lesson , "This is the covenant that I will
make with them after those da ys, saith the Lord . (After what days?
After the giving of the Old Testament)
I will put my laws into their
hearts, and in their minds will I write th em; and t heir sins and
iniquities will I rememb er no more. Now .where remi ss ion of these
is, there is no more offerin g for sin ." When, my friends, was that
offering made? Is there a m a n who would dare say, It was made before Calvary? But list en, "Ha vin g therefor e, br e thren, boldness to
enter into the holiest by the blood of Jesu s, by a new a nd living w ay,
which he hath consecrated
for us, through the veil, that is to say,
his flesh."
Ah, my friends, there can be no refut ation to this great truth
here expressed!
Here w a s an offering m ade for sins; it was made
by the blood of Christ; that offering brought into existence a "n ew
and living way"; and it is plainly stat ed that it was made possible
for us and consecrated to us through His flesh. Having done all this,
Christ entered into the holiest with His own blood and consecrated
this "new and living way" for us that we should have our "sins a nd
our iniquities
remembered
no more." Could there be found a man
so bold as to deny that this record pictures the ev ents and blessin gs
made possible by the precious blood that flowed on Calvary's cross?
This
new and living way! Wh at is it? Read the very next ver se,
Heb . 10:21 "And having an high priest over the house of God, let us
dr aw near with a true heart in full assurance
of faith , having our
he arts sprinkled from an evil conscience (having our what spri _nkl ed ?
our h earts sprinkled - not our bodies) , and our bodies washed with
pure water." Our bodies are not said to be sprinkled but to be wash ed
and that with water . You find water is the act of baptism . We must
therefore
conclude that this new and living way made possible by
the , death of Christ and consecrated
by His blood is the house of
God over which Christ is today Hi gh Priest. But this House of God ,
says Paul in I Timothy 3: 15, is the "church of the living God ." Th erefore this new and living way is nothing else other than the church
of th e Lord promised by Him in Matthew 16: 18 where He says, "I
will build my church." But we have found the house of the Lord is
His family; His family includes His children ; His children are His
seed, His generation.
We conclude therefore without fear of successful contradiction
that the church is the seed of Christ, His generation ,
His heirs.
HOW TO BECOME

MEMBERS

OF THIS

CHURCH

Our last question for today is: How Do Men Become Members
Th is Church; this House of God, His seed , His generation?
This,

~==============~~==============-

of
to
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me is too plain for us to become confused about. I am not talking
of denominations
teaching different
and conflicting
doctrines.
I am
talking about becoming members of the church the Lord built, Matthew
16: 18. In Acts 2: 47 it reads, "And the Lord added to the church daily
such as should be saved." To what church did He add these? It must
have been to the one that He built; His house; His generation;
who
comprise His seed. Surely we can agree on this point! What had these
3000 done?
When asked what "shall we do"? (Acts 2: 37), Peter replied by
saying, "repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of
Jesus Christ for the remission of sins and ye shall receive the gift
of the Holy Ghost." In verse 41 it says, "Then they that gladly received his word were baptized; and the same day there were added
unto them about 3000 souls." It was these 3000 plus daily additions
who were added by the Lord to His church. He made no mistake.
He knew who should become members. They became members, every
one of them, by believing this Jesus, whom they had crucified, was
the Christ; by repenting of their sins; and, whether we accept it or
not, they were every one baptized "for the remission of sins." When
this was done they were members
of the right church. If all the
world were to do this same thing, I press the question to all listening,
why would all the world not be members of the same church? This
and only this is what churches of Christ are preaching and asking men
and women to do. This done and you ·wm become the "spiritual seed
of Christ," His "spiritual
generation,"
His "house," His "family," His
"children," "sons of God," and therefore "heirs of God and joint-heirs
with Christ." This is in perfect harmony with Hebrews 10:21,22 where
those who were of the house of God were those whose bodies were
washed in pure water. In baptism is the only place you find water in
the entire scheme of the Lord.
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in all the world, given after the death of Christ, was His marching
order to go forth in His name to the world. By the preaching of the
gospel under this Great Commission we become His seed, His chosen
generation,
His holy nation, His royal priesthood, His spiritual house
to offer unto Him "spiritual
sacrifice,
acceptable
to God by Jesus
Christ" I Peter
2: 5-9.
I ask this question as I close, Is it possible to be pleasing to
the Lord and repudiate
His world-wide commission?
But remember
in it He commands us to be "baptized in the name of the Father·
and of the Son and the Holy Spirit" with the promise "he that b~lieveth and is baptized shall be saved." This done and we become His
seed, His generation,
His house, His church, His children, and sons
of God as in Acts 2:1-47. May the Lord spare your lives to obey His
commands in the Great Commission and become His seed, His chosen
generation,
a member of His church, is my prayer in the name of
Christ our Lord.

DID YOU KNOW •••
1. That many additional radio stations in the U. S. desire to
add the Herald of Truth to their program
schedule?
Additional
funds can help take the gospel to millions
more?

CONCLUSION

We conclude therefore from the above evidence that the seed of
Christ, His generation
is the church, that the church is the saved,
that Christ did not have seed until after His "soul was made an offering for sins," this being His crucifixion,
that all men become His
seed, His generation,
His church by believing in Him, repenting
of
their sins and being baptized in His name "for the remission of sins "
~f
just as they did here on the first Pentecost after the resurrection
Christ. We, therefore,
conclude that Pentecost
of Acts 2: 1-47 is the
beginning of His church; and that anything claiming to begin or to
be in force before Christ's soul 'was "made an offering for sins," could
not qualify as His seed, His church, for it would be too early. Anything that began after Pentecost
in Jerusalem
cannot be His seed,
His generation, His church, His house, His family, His children, His
heirs, for it would be too late.
Hence .the

Great

Commission

to all the

world, to every

creature

2. That the price of a package of cigarettes
will pay for
preaching the gospel to 1,000 people one week?

3. That $1.00 per week
souls every month?

would

carry

the

gospel

to 15,000

4. That the gospel message could be · taken to practically
every civilized country in the world via radio?

5. That the potential
000,000 people?

world's

radio audience

exceeds

1,000,-

SALVATION AND REWARDS
ABC and MBS

SALVATION

Networks

By E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

No. 382

May 24, 1959

~riends,
I wish I posse sse d the ability to express to you the appreciation of the Highland Church of Christ and myself for your letters
of thanks for the efforts we are making to bring to our nation
an d to other countries the precious gospel of Christ.
You who are having and have had fellowship with us in this great
evangelistic effort remember you are helping to bring Christ 'to many
thousands who are obeying the gospel. Many are bro ught ba ck to
the Lord who have grown cold . You are helping to stre ngthen many
congregations of the Lord, not only in our nation, but in many other
lands by making possible the bringing of the gospel into the ar ea e
where they are.
Let us continue to be as Paul said in I Cor . 3: 9, "Labourer s together with the Lord."
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THE

WORLD

CONFUSED

In my lesson today I am dis cuss in g a subject in which I believe
much confusion exists. It is the parable of the "talents" in Matth ew
25:14·30. Here it re ads as follows, "For the kingdom of heaven is as a
man traveling into a far country, who ca lled his own servants
and
delivered unto th em his goods. And unto one he gave five t aien ts ;
to another two , and t o another one; to every man according to his
several ability; and st raigh tway took his journey." Now he that had
received the five talents and he that had received the two talents
went and traded their five and two talents, and gaine d other five
and two talents, making ten and four respectively.
When their lord
returned he said unto each of th em . "Well done, t hou good and faithful servant: thou has been faithful over a few things, I will make
thee ruler over many thin gs: enter th ou into th e joy of thy lord ."
The third man in this parable, who had received one talent, said, "I
was afraid, and went and hid th y talent in the earth: Io, there thou
hast that is thine." Now hear his lord 's r eply : "Thou wicked and
slothful servant, thou knewest that I reap where I sowed not , and
gather where I have not strewed : thou oughtest therefore to have
put my mon ey to the exchangers, and then at my coming I should
have received mine own with usury . Take therefore the talent from
him, and give it unto him which hath ten talents . . . And cast ye
the unprofitable servant into outer darkness: there shall be weeping
and gnashing of teeth." Thus we have the setting for our lesson.
WHAT

IS THE

CONFUSION?

Today our world has become confused over what to me is a very
vital point of doctrine;
namely, salvation and rewards. There is a
Page 26
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very popular doctrine being taught and believed by millions; namely,
that a Christian may lose his rewards for service and yet retain his
sa lvation. Hence the doctrine of the "impossi bility of apostasy," or
"once saved always saved." This, as I ha ve just stated, is based upon
the theory that man ca n lose his re wards but not his salvation. It is
suggeste d he los es his rewards because of his sin or his failure to
serve the Lord , but neither his sins nor his refusing to ser ve God
will affect his eternal salvation. It shall be my humble effort today
to show you that you cannot separate the two and enjoy eternal
pre sence with the Lord. I will show you from this parable that when
the Lord's own servants lose their rewards for service they also are
cast out from the presence of the Lord. There is no exception in
these parables I shall discuss with you today. Remember it was Christ
delivering these lessons! He knows the answers! I want my brethren
to remember this lesson! I want us to forever keep in our minds the
fact that unless we serve God to the point of earning a rew ar d we
shall be banished from our eternal presence with the Lord.
I have stated man y times from the pulpit that a man may never
miss the Lord's supper; may be faithful to meet around the Lord's
table every Sunday and at the judgment be turned away, be lost. Why?
There is more to being eternally saved than eating the Lord' s su pper.
One must serve his Lord as well as worship Him. This is the le sson,
one of them, we le arn fro m the se parables found in Mat the w 25 and
Luke 19. When the church r ecogn izes this you will see the kind of
church that Isaiah the prophet pictured cen t uries before the church
was established (Isaiah 2:1-4). Not one of these in Matthew and Luke
entered into the eternal presence of their Lord who did not earn a
reward. Yes, rewards are one thing and salva tion another , but I shall
show you that every man who failed to gain a reward was b:m ished
from th e presence of his Lord and His r et urn. This we mus t never
forget! No rew a rds; no eternal pre sence with our Lord . Deny it if you
will in theory but be certain you do not put into practice that th eory
and come before the Lor d at His second coming, as did this "one
talent man," for your fate will be the same as his and he was lost!
Yes, salvation is one thi ng and rewards a nother, but you cannot
separate them, the one wit hout the other , and live in the pr esen ce of
your Ma ster after His secon d coming.
THE

PARABLE

EXPLAINED

In this parabl e are symbols . The lord of this para ble represents
our Lord. His taking a jou rney represents our Lord 's asce n sion back
to His Father. The return of the lord of these servants represe nts the
second coming of Christ. Th e servants in t hi s parable being their
lord 's own servants, symbolize our being our Lord's own servants,
which would mean our being saved. This wou ld me an we have done
whatever is necessar y to become a Christia n. What the Lor d dem ands
to become His own servants, these had done, for they are called "his
own servants." Th ey we re not therefore the servants of the Devil;
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they were not lost. This is most vital in our di scu ss ion tod ay ! Whatev er happ ens to either of them happens to the Lord 's own se rvants .
His delivering to his own servants, in this parable, his own goods
symbolizes the trust our Lord had in us, His own serv ants, by en tr u sting to us the work to be done while He is away. Thei r lord deliverin g
to ea ch of them according to their several ability pictur e s to u s our
Lord's fairness to us , His own servants, by not pl ac ing up on us th at
which He knows we are not able to perform. The labor of the se
servants symbolizes our working in our Master's vin eyard while our
Lord is away. The rewarding of the se servants by th eir lord symb olize s
our being rewarded by our Lord for our work rendered while h ere on
earth . The one talent servant's failing to rec eive hi s reward and being
cast out from the pres ence of his lord pi ctures v ery tragically wh at
our Lord will do to us, His own serv ants , if we fail to perf orm our
duty to Him while in this life, awaiting His return. The ca sting out
into darkness of this man's own servant where there is we eping and
gnashing of teeth does not picture his entering into the joys of his
master. It is given to teach us, our Lord's servant s, that though we
have been sa ved and are our Lord 's own servants , we too shall ha ve
taken from us that which the Lord has given to u s. We also sh all be
cast out from the joys of our Lord into a place of puni shment. Th .i s
no man can r efute. Here wa s God's own serv ant cas t out; lost ; and
that whi ch he possessed taken from him. This alone be comes a death
blow to the idea that no matter what God's serv a nts may or may not
do they cannot be cast out . This man, in our Lord's own parable, was
lost. The lord himself ordered him cast out.
THE

LESSON

TO LEARN

Now the lesson I want us to learn h er e is si mply t his : Only t h ose
servants who earned a reward were privileged to enter in to the joys
of their lord. It was purely upon the fact they had bee n good and
faithful servants . The servant th at did not earn a r eward wa s cas t
out from the presen ce of the lord . This was done beca use he was an
unprofitable servant. They go hand in hand. You can no t separ ate them
the one from the other and be saved.
WHAT

IS THE

DIFFERENCE?

But I hear some sayin g : Broth er Harper, salv ation is one th ing
and rewards another. You may lose your rew ards but r etain your
salvation. Now salvation from your past sins is one thing and re wards
for service is another. This I know . These had done wh at was n ece ssa ry
t o be saved or to become his own servants. When one obeys the go spel
today, his past sins are forgiv en; he is saved. Those sins will ne ver
be held against him any more but his .future actions must be accounted
for, as in this parable. Here is where the mistake is made. The theory
would have us believe that a t the moment one becomes a Chri sti an,
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t ha t then and there all pa st, presen t, and future sin s were forg iven
and no act of his can ever cause him to be lost; that h e will ju st be
denied his rewards for service but go on into the presence of his Lord.
Here is the le ss on we are to get t oday: Here was t he lord 's own
serv a nt ; one who had done everything neces sa ry to be come the lord 's
own servant a.nd yet was cast out from the presen ce of hi s lord into
outer darkness where ther e was weepin g and gnashin g of t eeth. He
did not earn a reward after having his sins forgiven, after becoming
a Christian as pictured in this parable of the kingdom of heav en and
he was lost. He who fails to earn a reward is cast out from t he pr esence
of the Lord. And while salvation and re wards are di fferen t , this
parable shows there is no eternal sal vation in· the pr ese nce of the
Lord to those who do not earn a r eward by faithful se r vice t o their
Lord; that no unprofitable servant ma y e ver ente r into the presen ce
of the Lord. This is irrefutable!
TEN

VIRGINS

The r e is another par able in this chapte r t hat bears out t hi s same
truth. · It is found in Mat t hew 25: 1-13. H ere were ten virgin s. Virg ins
represent purity. The Devil's children a r e never r epr esent ed in any
parable as . pur e. Th ey were lookin g for the coming of th e brid eg room.
The bridegroom he r e repr esents the Lord. H is comin g r epres ents t he
co~ing of our Master. All ten were waiting, lookin g for his coming.
This shows they belie ved in him and that he would come. There can
be no ~u~stion concerning their beintg sa ved for they believed; they
were v1rgms - pur e ; the y were all virgin s - all pur e. W hat eve r it
took t~ make them pure , that they had done. If one is sa ved ete rnally
and his eternal presen ce with his Lord a ssured th e mo me nt he
becomes saved, becomes pure, then the eternal presence of these ten
virgins would have been sealed.
Now you li sten to the record! All of th em had la mps . F ive or
the se were wise and five were foolish. The wi se to ok not onl y lam ps,
but an extra supply of oil. The foolish t ook no ex tra supply of oil with
them. Did they hav e "fai t h only?" Did th ey have th e idea t ha t just
because they were his virgins they could not be turned away? We are
taught that today. The sh out is heard, "Behold th e brid egr oom cometh ."
Th ey all are anxiously awaiting his comin g. The wise aro se and began
to trim their lamp s. The foolish, tho se who thought th ey could not be
denied by the brid egroom, began to beg of th e wise virgins for oil,
for said they, "our lamps are gone out ." Our what? "Our la mps are
gone out." They had lights one time! May I ask here this question: What
did they have to worry about because th eir lamps - their lights - had
gone out? Could they be denied by the bride groom, if the theo ry is
right that you only "lose your rewards and never your eternal
salvation or eternal presence with the Lord"? Could it be possible t hat
these virgins - these who had become pure - who were believer s in
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the bridegroom's
coming, could be denied and turned away? Lis t en
to the answer given. "The wis e answered, sayin g, N ot so; lest th er e
be not enough for us and you ; but go ye rather to th e m that sell, and
buy for yours elves." Now what happens? \Vhen it is too late to realiz e
that just because you are sav e d you are not guaranteed
an entr an ce
into the presence of the bridegroom at his coming, they rush out to
buy and "while they went to buy , the bridegroom cam e a nd th ey that
were ready went in with him to the marria ge: and the door w as shut .
Afterward came also the other v ir gins, saying, Lord, Lord , op en to u s."
(And he opened the door and let them in also be ca u se they ha d onl y
lost their rewards; not their ri ght to enter in where t heir Mast er wa s
eating!) Ah , no! my friends, it do es not so read! H er e is what the Lord
answered, "Verily I say unto you, I know you not." Then He says,
"Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour wherein
the Son of man cometh."
My good friends, these fooli sh virgins lo st th eir rew ard s, ye s, a
thousand times yes, because they were not prep ared; they were not
ready when he came, but they also lost their et er nal presence with
the bridegroom . He shut the door on his own virgins and said, "I know
you not." They had faith but no "oil" to go with it . The wise had oil
to go with their faith. "Faith only " has never brought a blessing to
any man before that faith was expr essed some way . The wise wer e
rewarded for their being ready and that reward unlocked the door of
the Lord to let them into His presence to eat with Him . Rewards for
service? Yes! Salvation from sins? Yes! But your eternal presence with
the Lord will not be yours to enjoy unless your faith has made you
ready, has you prepared before the Lord's return.
Let us not become confused
over the terms "salvation
and
rewards." 0, yes! Your salvation comes because of y our surrendered
faith unto the Master's command s and promise s: your rewards
as
faithful servants come because you have served Him faithfully here.
But He rewards no servant of His with an eternal salvation; with an
eternal presence with our Master, unless that ser vant has earned a
reward for faithful service rendered;
unless he has made ready for
the Lord's return. These foolish virgins received no rewards for service
well rendered ; no entering in ·through the door. It wa s shut to tho se
virgins not ready! Again, to enter into the presen ce of the Lord aft er
His second coming you cannot separate your faith from your work s,
the one from the other . To enter through the door into the pr esen ce of
the Lord they must go hand in hand, neither alone. It is not by "faith
only," James 2 :24, (read it please) nor is it by "works alone" but by
a "faith that works by love" Gal. 5: 6. Read it, my friends, read it for
yourselves . Again James said in James 2: 20, "But wilt thou know ,
0 vain man, that faith without works is dead?" The wise virgins had
"faith plus oil - and the trimming of their lamps "; they had "faith
plus works ." The five and two talent servants had faith plus work s;
they were good and fai t hful servants. They wer e all bles se d of their
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L ord . The five fooli sh vir gins had fait h with out pr e paration; the one
t alent servant had fa it h w ithout wo rk s - without gain. T h ey we re
all lost; the door w as shut to them. They were ca st out a nd th a t w hi ch
they had was taken fr om them.
LUKE

19:10-27

In Luke 19: 10-27 is another parable id enti cal with the se. This time
a m an is going into a far country to r ec eive a kingdom and to r eturn.
Thi s represents
our Lord 's going into h eav en to r ecei ve Hi s kin gdom
a nd to return. Here he delivered to hi s t en servants (mind you they
were "his ser ·vant s"; n ot the Devil' s) h e de livered unto th em ten
pounds, and said , " Occup y till I co me." T ha t is "go to wor k. " He
returned;
called th em before him. The "first ca me , say ing , Lo r d, thy
pound hath gained ten pounds" "t h e sec ond came , say ing , Lord thy
pound hath gained five pounds " and he said unto them, " be ca use you
ha ve been faithful in a very little ha v e thou au t hority over ten , and fi v e
cities " respectively . A third ca me and said , "I feared thee " ; "behold,
here is thy pound, which I have kept laid u p in a napkin. " The lord
called him a "wicked serv ant," verse 22 and or dered them to ta k e from
him his pound; classified him with hi s enemie s and comm anded t hem
to bring forth "those mine enemi es" and "sl ay them before me." As
before, we have " his serv ant" being slain be fo r e his lord be ca u se he
did not work to earn his reward as did the others. Ye s, this m an lost
his reward but in losing his reward , he los t his et ern al sal vatio n - hi s
eternal presence with his lord and was cast out and slain. Again we
see that there is no separating man's eternal salvation - his eternal
pre se n ce with the Lord from earning rewa r ds here for faithful se rvi ce.
My brethren , we need to learn this le ss on before it is etern all y too
late and the door is shut to on us .
CONCLUSION

We must now conclude that while sal va tion from sin, whi ch is by
our fa ith in Christ, is one thing; and re wa rds for ser vice, the r esult
of works, is another; that they go hand in hand and the se rv ant of
the Lord who loses his rewards also loses his right to be eternally
sav ed in the presence of his Lord; that the door is shut to him ; he is
cast out into outer darkness, and before hi s Lord as an enem y, he is
ordered
sl ain. While those servants
who w ere good and fai thful
servants , who were ready when he came, and were faithful ov er a
little were permitted to enjoy the ble ss ings of the Lord; to sit with
Him and dine; and to li ve in the citie s prepar ed for them by the Lord .
Will you not today become His servant;
His virgin by belie ving in
Him , by repenting of y qur sins and being bap tized as commanded by
your blessed Lord in His Great Commission (Mark 16:16; Luke 24:46;
Matthe w 28: 18-20; and Acts 2: 38) and fai t hfull y sene Him until de,,th
is my prayer is His holy name .
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oday I am discussing with you a subject that I like to call "Religion's Great Deception." I do not mean this as a personal reflection
upon any person : I am discussing it strictly as a religious principle
which affects the religious concepts of our day . To refuse a discussion ' '
on these vital issues can but stifle our Christian conscien ce a nd so
stagnate our Bible understanding
until our kno wledge of the truth, revealed to us by the Spirit in our Holy Bib le , gives way to the traditions
and opinions of uninspired men. Only by open and fre e di scus sion of
vital principles which -divide us in the field of religion can we hope to
arrive at the correct understanding
of God's will toward us. In every
other field of man's activities we urge such fr ee and candid discussion .
Why not in the field that has to do with the eternal destiny of man 's
soul? The hope of our survival today is our right to investigate, discuss, agree and disagree on points essential to our survival here on
earth. We hesitate not to tell each other here that this or that is not
right and will not su cceed and if relied upon will mean our destruction
or our enslavement to godless Russian rulers. ·what does the truth have to
fear in the light of free and dignified investigation?
If what I preach
cannot stand the light of investigation by the most learned of the religious world then what I teach deserves not to live in your hearts and
minds. On this earth we must grant to every ·man freedom to believe
and teach that which he believes is right though it be error and may
condemn his soul in hell, so long as his religion does not have as a
fundamental
part of its existence a determination
to deny me this
right. This is why we uncompromisingly
oppose the unity of "church
and state." Force upon us in America the surrender of this God-given
right; make us have to be subject to federal censorship in our discussion of these truths we feel to. be of eternal value to the souls of men,
just because someone differs with us or because it conflicts with the
beliefs of others, and the generations
to follow will see in America
what you see in Russia, a godless leadership and eventually a godless
America. Christianity lives only where the freedom to express ourselves,
not only positively, but negatively, is granted and preserved by the
powers that be. If this is not granted then the religious power that is
strongest and most powerful politically will deny the discussion of any
subject that calls in question the doctrine of that religion. Should it
be thought therefore an act of dishonor for me to humbly discuss thi s
question today if I discuss it as a Christian? Suppose I am correct in
my discussion? Then I have done you a great service for I have corrected a very grave religious error and have brought to you the truth as
revealed from heaven to man . You ask, What is this deception of which
you speak? I refer to an act called baptism , to a practice that has
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captivated the hearts of millions of good, honest, sincere souls all over
the world. That is the act of "sprinkling"
substituted for the act of
Bible baptism, which act is a burial, or what we call immersion. The
burden of my lesson on this subject shall be to convince you by a scholarly as well as a friendly discussion of this matter, that sprinkling is
not Bible baptism but is a substitute for the Scriptural act commanded
by your Bible, thus becoming a deception fastened upon many religions
of today .
This one unanswerable fact I shall hope to impress up on your minds:
In every place in your New Testament where the command to baptize
is found or where the word baptism is mentioned it is never from the
word that means to "sprinkle" but always from the word that means to
immerse or to bury, neither does the word "baptizo" ever mean to
gate for yourselves. One is the word for "sprinkle", the other the word
for "baptize." The one for sprinkle is "rantizo";
the word for baptism is "baptizo," or "bapto." Now the word "rantizo" never means to
immerse or to bury, neither does the word "baptize" ever mean to
sprinkle. You may know this is true if you will but investigate
this
seriously that you may personally know the truth on this vital question . Now you will remember that baptism is not a command of man
but is a command from heaven itself, from Christ our Lord and Saviour .
I shall now begin with the giving of this command and trace it
through your New Testament and see if the command is given using
the word for "sprinkling."
Suppose I should establish the fact that
"sprinkling" is not baptism as given by the Lord. What would you do
about it? Would you surrender it and obey the Lord? Let us begin with
the baptism of John the Baptist. In Matthew 3: 5 it reads, "Then went
out to him Jerusalem, and all Judea, and all the region round about Jordan, and were baptized of him in Jordan, confessing their sins." · In verses 13-17 is the record of the baptism of Jesus. It reads as follows, "Then
cometh Jesus from Galilee to Jordan unto John to be baptized of him.
But John forbad him, saying unto him, I have need to be baptized of
thee, and comest thou to me?" Christ explains to John why He, Christ,
must be baptized and then in verse 16 it says, "and Jesus, when he was
· baptiz ed, went up straightway out of the water: and, lo, the heavens
were opened unto him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like
a dove, and lighting upon him: and lo a voice from heaven, saying,
This is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased." Now we have the
people of Jerusalem, Judea, the region round about this section and
Christ Himself being baptized. Our question now is, Were they "sprinkled" or were they "immersed" or "buried" in the act? Which of the
words was used here to denote the acts of these being baptized? It is
the word that means to "bury" or to "immerse." It is never the word
used for "sprinkling."
This is why it says of the Lord, He "went up
straightway out of the water." Christ had gone down into the water for
His baptism for that is what the word "baptizo" demands for its completion. This is why John was "baptizing in Jordan." It took enough water
to bury the body. This is why it says in John 3:23, "And John was also
baptizing in Aenon near to Salim, because there was much water there."
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There would be no reason for baptizing in Aenon because there was
much water there if sprinkling was the act being performed. Again
we have the word that me.ans to "bury" or "immerse"; not-positively
not-the
word that means to "sprinkle." I know you see Christ pictured down in the water with John standing on the bank pouring water
from a horn on His head for the act of baptism and millions have accepted this as the truth, but the word here, as I have said, for baptism is
not the word for "pour." That word is "cheo." The word here is from
the word that means to "immerse" or "bury." This picture is a part of
this "great deception" for neither the word for "sprinkle" nor the word
for "pour" is used here, but the word that demands a "burial" to com- ·
plete its act. This, my good friends, is the absolute truth! This is the
voice of the scholarship of the world as I shall give before we are
through with the discussion of this vital subject.
There are scores of other passages in Matthew, Mark, and Luke,
where the baptism of John is mentioned. I do not have the time to men•
tion them all but the above will suffice for the truth on the baptism of
John. It was by "immersion"; even the baptism of Christ was from the
word that means to "bury"; never does it mean to "sprinkle" or to
"pour." Bass, an eminent English scholar, says, "Baptism-something
immersed in liquid and thereby washed. In the New Testament the rite
of baptism, whether that of John or of Jesus Christ." On John's baptism
Grimm, a German Lutheran scholar, says, "In the New Testament it is
used particularly of the rite of sacred ablution, that is to say, purification,
first instituted by John the Baptist, afterward by Christ's command,
received by Christians and adjusted to the contents and nature of their
religion, viz., an immersion in water .... " Parkhyrst, Church of England,
says, "Baptisma: an immersion or washing with water, hence used in
the New Testament both of John the Baptist and of Christ." The Edenburgh Encyclopedia says, "The circumstances
recorded concerning the
first administration
of baptism are, likewise, incompatible with sprinkling. Had a small quantity of water been sufficient, the inspired historian would never have said, John baptized in the river Jordan, and in
Aenon, because there was much water there."
On I could go concerning the baptism of John but this one I ask
you to consider: Hippolytus, one of the Greek scholars who lived about
239, a bishop who spent the most of his time in Rome, is recorded by
the Anti-Nicean Fathers, as saying this concerning Christ, "The illimitable Spring that bears life to all men, and has no end, was covered by
poor and temporary waters." Thus spake this man concerning the manner in which Christ was baptized. That John the Baptist "immersed,'' or
"buried" his candidates in the · act of baptism, never sprinkling them,
is established first by the root meaning of the word from which baptism came; secondly from the scholarship of the religious world. Bible
baptism is not sprinkling; Bible baptism is always a "burial and a resurrection."
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Now I invite your attention to the baptism of the Great Commission which baptism was to go to all the world; to every creature in
all the world (Matthew 28: 18-20; Mark 16: 15,16). From which of these
two words do we get the command here? Is it from the word that means
to "sprinkle" or is it from the word that means to "bury" or "immerse"?
In Matthew 28: 18-20 it reads "Go teach all nations baptizing them into
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit." In Mark
16: 16 the Lord said, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved."
Baptism here is translated from the Greek word that means to "bury,"
to "immerse." Neither of these passages is from the Greek word "rantizo" which means to "sprinkle." Do you not think it rather strange
that only the word which means to "bury" or to "immerse" is used by
our Lord in both accounts of His world-wide commission, which commission is to every creature in all the world? Baptism in these two
recorded passages is translated from the Greek word that means to
"bury,'' which word never means to "sprinkle"-never!
COMMISSION

EXECUTED

We now trace this Great Commission as it is executed by the Lord's
own apostles and by those divinely guided. In Acts 2: 37 the apostles
are asked the question "men and brethren, what shall we do?" To this
question Peter answered, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in
the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive
the gift of the Holy Ghost." This is the first time the command in the
name of Christ was ever given. It was directed by the Holy Spirit, Acts
4. Our question now is, From which of these words was this command to be baptized taken? From the one meaning to "sprinkle" or from
the one meaning to "immerse" or to "bury"? It is from the same root
word found in the Great Commission; the word meaning to "bury,'' to
"immerse." It is not from the word meaning to "sprinkle." My good
friends, why has the Lord and the Holy Spirit taken so much pains to
see that the word for sprinkling is never used with reference to "water
baptism"? We have found from Matthew, chapter 3 to Acts chapter 2
that the word for "baptize" is the word every time, never an exception,
that means to "bury,'' to "immerse." Could this be an accident upon
the part of heaven?

2:

But says one, Brother Harper, read other places of baptism and see
if they do not use the word meaning to sprinkle. I promise you that
you will not find that in your New Testament. You may find different
words as "bapto, baptizo, baptizma, baptismos" in your Greek and these
words may be translated in your New Testament, but the one thing to
keep in mind is that each of these has the Greek root-stem "bap" and
this · is the part that determines the original meaning of the word. It
means to "bury,'' to "dip,'' to "immerse." If it refers to the washing
of some object, it is a complete washing, not a sprinkling. If it refers to
dyeing some object it will mean the complete dyeing of the object, not

Page 38

RELIGION'S

GREAT

DECEPTION

just a sprinkling of dye on the garment. The word demands the whole
of the thing or object under consideration be washed or dyed . Hence,
in th e word "b aptize" it is a complete covering up-submerging-burial
or immersion. It is never just a "sprinkling" of the per son . The meaning
of the word fr om whi ch we get the word "sprinkle" is "to scatter in
drops ." The me aning of the word from whi ch we get our word "pour"
is "to ca use to flow a s in a stre am." Now the me a nin g for the word
from which we get "baptize" is to "bury or to cover up , immer se." Hence,
th ese words can nev er me an th e same thing . You can 't "sca tter a man
in drops," you ca n't "pour a man in a stream," but you can "bury a man"
in th e wat er s of baptism. All t hi s bein g tru e t he re sho uld neve r ha ve
been any argument over the a ct of baptism.
NOT

TRANSLATED

The word "b aptize" is not a translated word; it is wh at we call an
an glicized word. Had the word been translated it would have read "imm er se." The Baptist Church some years ago published what they called
th e "Union Translation"
of the Bible. They gave the word a "literal"
tr ansl ation . In that translation of the Bible neither the word Baptist nor
the word baptize appears. It is translated by its original meaning, "immerse." John the Baptist is translated "John the immerser." Now the
word "baptize" is a perfectly good word. There should be no trouble
in determining its correct meaning, its original meaning , for the word
baptize retains the Greek root "bap." It is this part of the word that
determines its meaning. The English ending "tize" does not change nor
alter its me aning . For it to mean "sprinkle " the word would have to re, tain the original Greek stem or root "ran" which means to "sprinkle."
It never has the root stem for sprinkle in any of the passages wher e you
find "baptize." If baptism is sprinkling just how do you account for
the fact that no part of the word meaning to "sprinkle" is ever used
where you find baptism?
OTHER

PASSAGES

For instance in Acts 8: 12, 13, 16 where we find the word baptize it
is from the Greek word meaning to "immerse ." Now in Acts 8: 35,36
where the eunuch asked, "See, here is water; what doth hinder me to
be baptized? And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou
mayest . And he said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God."
Now notice what took place when the eunuch was baptized! "And he
commanded the chariot to stand still; and they both went down into
the water; both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him." Why
did they both go down into the water? Will you answer this for me?
Now verse 39 says, "And when they were come up out of the water."
Why this "going down into the water" and this "coming up out of the
water"? Just one reason: The word used here for baptism is the word
that means to "immerse," to "bury" and this demanded a "going down
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into the water." H a d baptism been just the sprinkling of a few drops
of water upon the he a d they would never have gone to all this trouble.
The word here is the word for "immersion."
This same Greek word is used in Acts 9 : 18 ; also Acts 22 : 16 where
it is said to Paul "arise and be baptized and wash away thy sins calling
on the name of the Lord." Paul was not sprinkled for he said in Roans 6: 4 he was "buried" in baptism, for said he, "Therefore we"-this
:eludes Paul-"were
buried with him by baptism into death. . . ." We
do not have to argue the meaning of the word in Acts 9: 18 and Acts
22: 16 for Paul told us its meaning. He was "buried" when ~e. was baptized! Doesn't it seem strange to you that John w:as baptizmg where
there was "much water," that Christ was "baptized m Jordan-came
up
straightway out of the water," that Philip and the eunuch both "went
down into the water" and "came up out of the wat e r," and Pa~! was
"buried by baptism into death" and yet we try to ma ke the bap~1:m of
the Bible to mean "sprinkling a few drops of water on the head . _Yes,
I believe from my heart that sprinkling is "Reli gion's Great 1;>ecept1on."
Honest deception? Yes, by millions who are honest, but bemg ?onest
does not change the Bible act of baptism from "imm~rsion-a
bur1a:" to
" sprinkling." In Acts 10: 48 Peter commanded Corn elms to ~e b~ptized;
in Acts 16:15 Lydia and _her household were all ba~tizedh; 1~, this s:me
chapter verse 33 the jailor and his house were baptized t e same our
of the night.'' No, he was not baptized in his house for th_e re~ord
says "he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their st~1pes
and was baptized he and all his straightway." In Acts 18: 8 the Cormthians were "bapti~ed"; in Acts 19 : 5 twelve men were "baptized in the
name of Christ ." In Romans 6: 3,4; Galatians 3 : 27; I Peter 3: 21 we
h
the word "baptize." In each of these it is from the word that
:evaens to "bury," to "immerse." Paul says. in C~lossi~ns .. 2 :_12, "buri~d
with him in baptism wherein also ye are risen with him. Paul says m
Romans 6: 4 "therefore we were buried with him by baptism into death ."

CONCLUSION

As I conclude this lesson today I pray that you study t~is great doctrine of baptism that you may determine _the truth co~cernmg w~at th~
world calls "the mode of baptism ." There 1s no such th1~g as the mode
of baptism, for baptism admits of no "mode.'_' Yo~ m1,!ht _as
talk
of the "mode of burial" or "immersion ." Baptism 1s a burial, it 1s an
"immersion.'' Sprinkling is found 66 times in our Bible but not one time
does it refer to "water unmixed with other elements.'' Never does it refer to "baptism." Will you listen to my next lesson when I shall speak
to you on the subject, "What Do Scholars Say?" May you today ~ome
believing in your Lord, willing to be baptized, for our Master ~~1d ~n
Mark 16:16, "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved. :111
you obey your Bible in being "buried with your Lord in baptism
le
'll).Y prayer
in our Master's holy name.

,,w~n.
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friends, I assure you it is a pleasure to come into your homes
with another program in the study of God's word.

Today, I begin by giving you the sixth re aso n for asking you to
investigate the church of Christ in your community. We plead for the
unity of all who propose to believe in the Bible . We do not believe
the followers of Christ can be divided and be pleasing to the Lord .
In fact, I personally believe that whoever is to blame or is the cause
of such division will have to answer before the Lord . Paul says in I
Cor. 14: 33, "For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace , as
in all churches of the saints." These "churches of the saints" do not
refer to conflicting, warring denominations, for none were back there,
but it refers to the congregations of the church of the Lord as in
Jerusalem, Corinth, Antioch, Ephesus and such places. Now in them
there was to be peace and if they were divided they should not lay
such division on the teachings of the Lord for He is not the author of
confusion. Certainly then He is not the author of our modern-day
religious confusion. We believe our unity should be an answer to His
prayer in John 17:20 . Here Christ prayed "Neither pray I for these
alone, (that is for His apostles), but for them also which shall believe
on me through their word; that they all may be one; as thou, Father,
art in me, and I in thee, that they also may be one in us; that the
world may believe that thou hast sent me." Now we do not believe
some 250 to 300 conflicting bodies become the answer to this prayer.
He did not pray for division. He prayed for unity; the kind of unity
that existed between Him and His Father. The church of Christ in
your community believes in this prayer and the unity for which Christ
prayed. We believe division to be wrong and sinful because it contradicts and sets at naught the prayer of our Saviour as He prayed
in the very shadow of the cross .
Again in John 10:16 in speaking of the Jew and the Gentile He
says, "other sheep I have which are not of this fold: them also I must
bring, and they shall hear my voice ; and there shall be one fold, and
one shepherd." Here He foretold of the bringing in of the Gentiles
and thus there would be just one fold and He would be the shepherd
over that one fold. That took place in Jerusalem with the Jews on the
first Pentecost after Christ arose from the dead, and in Acts 10 with
the Gentiles. In Acts 2:44 the Bible says, "And all that believed were
together and had all things in common." There was no division among
God's people here. They were not divided into different communions,
each teaching a different doctrine and claiming Christ as the author
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of his peculiar tenets. They were the answer to the Lord's prayer
unity and under such the church grew .

By . E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

WHY

for

Paul in First Corinthians
1: 10 wrote to the church at Cor inth
as follows: "Now I beseech you, brethren, by the name of Jesus Christ,
that ye all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among
you; but that ye be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in
the same judgment." Now here had arisen four groups; four divisions.
One group was following Paul; another Cephas; another Apollos; and
the fourth Christ. Now they were divided over men.
Now my good friends, the church of Christ in your community
believes and teaches that division is contrary to the spirit of Christianity for it violates the Lord's prayer; it contradicts His promise in
John 10:16 that there is to be but "one fold" with "one shepherd";
it sets at naught the admonition of the Spirit as spoken through Paul
to the church at Corinth; and it is in direct conflict with the teachings
and practices of the early Christians and the church as found in
Acts 2: 44 where it says they were "all together and had all things
in common." Paul declares plainly in I Cor. 14:33 that "God is not
the author of confusion, but of peace, as in all churches of the saints."
Now where peace does not reign and where unity is not enjoyed it is
not the result of God's system; it is the result of man's errors. This
being true the divided condition of the world religiously is not God's
plan. He intended for "all churches of the saints" to be at peace one
with the other . The church of Christ in your community pleads for
a return to Paul's admonition for peace.
My seventh reason for investigating the church of Christ in your
community is: We propose "to speak where the Bible speaks and
remain silent where it is silent." In I Peter 4: 11 the apostle says, "If
any man speak let him speak as the oracles of God." Paul to Titus
in Titus 2: 1 says, "But speak thou the things which become sound
doctrine." Again he say s in Gal. 1:8 "But though we or an angel from
heaven , preach any other gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed." John in Revelation 22:18-19
says, "For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the
prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things , God
shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book. And if any
man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy,
God shall take away his l?art out of the book of life.
IDENTICAL

PLANS

My seventh reason therefore for asking that you investigate the church
of Christ in your community is that we present the identical
plan of
salvation as that taught and practiced by the early church. If this is tr ue,
and it really is, then we have a vital reason, a scriptural reason for our ·
existence. If we do not present the identical plan of salvation as that
presented by the early Christians under the direction of the apostles
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as they were guided by the Holy Spirit, then we are not the · church
Christ established. If we do present that plan and then abide by His
instructions to that church, we are beyond all contradiction, the church
of the New Testament.
THE

BIBLE

PLAN

That you may know we do present the identical plan as that
taught by the Lord and His apostles I invite your attention to the
words, first, of Moses in Deuteronomy chapter 18, verses 18-20 where
the Lord said to him concerning Israel, "I will raise them up a Prophet
from among their brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in
his mouth; and he shall speak unto them all that I shall command
him . And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not hearken unto
my words which he shall speak in my nam e, I will require it of him."
That you may know who this prophet is, I read to you from Acts,
chapter 3, verses 20 and 26 where Peter says, "And he shall send Jesus
Christ, which before was preached unto you" and then verse 26 "Unto
you first God, having raised up his son Jesus, sent him to bless you,
in turning aw ay every one of you from his iniquities ." Now between
these two verses he quotes this prophecy of Deuteronomy and applies
it to Christ. Christ therefore is this prophet of whom Moses spake and
in whose mouth the Father has pla ce d His words , with the warning
th at He will "require it of every soul that doe s not hearken unto
them." By the term "require it" He simply means He will punish every
soul that will not obey the words of this prophet, which prophet He
has sent to "turn away every one of you from his iniquities." By these
words we are to be turned away from our iniquities .
WHAT

THIS

PROPHET

SPAKE

In Matthew 28: 18-20 thi s prophet says "all po wer is given unto
me in heaven and in earth. Go ye th erefore and t eac h all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost - or Holy Spirit - teaching them to observe all things
whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always,
even unto the end of the world ." Then in Mark 16:16 Christ this
prophet says "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he
that believeth not shall be damned ." He did not say "he that believeth
only" shall be saved but "he that believeth and is baptized shall be
saved." Then Luke records the words of this Prophet as follows in
Luke 24:46, "Thus it behov ed the Christ to suffer, and to rise from
the dead the third day: and that repentance and remission of sins
should be preached
in his name among all nations, beginning at
Jerusalem." In Matthew 10:32 this same Prophet declared "Whosoever
therefore shall conf ess me before men, him will I confess before my
Father which is in heaven . But whosoever shall deny me before men ,
him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven."
It must be remembered

Christ

by the Father,

that these words were put in the mouth of
says Moses in Deuteronomy and also P et er in

WHY

INVESTIGATE

THE

CHURCH

OF CHRIST

-

No. 2

Page 43

Acts, chapter 3. It will also be remembered that God said "I will require
it of every soul that does not hearken unto my words spoken by this
prophet." Now this Prophet has unquestion ab ly commanded men to
preach the gospel; for those to whom it was preached to "believe this
gospel"; for them to "repent" of their sins; for them to "confess
Christ" before men; and twice in the Great Commission this Prophet
sent of God to turn away the people from their iniquities commanded
the people in every nation to be baptized with t he promise He would
save them and that He would only be with those who taught the people
to be baptized in His name. Summing up the Lord's warnings against
those who will not hearken, that is, obey these words, and to those
also who will not teach people to obey these words given by this
Prophet are these: In Deuteronomy
He says of those who will not
"He ar ken - obey them," "I will require it of them" ; in Acts 3:23
Peter says, quotin g this same proph ecy from Deuteronomy
"And it
shall come to pass, that every soul, which will not hear that Prophet,
shall be destroyed from among the people"; in Mark 16 : 16 Christ said
to those who would not believe Him, they "shall be damn ed ." Now
to "hear him"; to "hearken to his words" and to "believe him" all
means the same thing; it means to obey what He says. To fa il to
obey these words is to be lost. Now to tho se who will not teach the
people to obey the words of this Proph et Moses says this of them in
Deuteronomy 18: 20 "But the prophet, or teacher, which shall presume
to speak a word in my name, which I have not commanded him to
speak, or that shall speak in the name of other gods, even that prophet
shall die." Then in verse 21 the question is asked. "If thou say in
thine heart, How shall I know the word whkh the Lord hath not
spoken? When a prophet speaketh in th e n ame of the Lord, if the
thing follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously:
thou
shalt not be afraid of him." Ladies and gentlemen, to und erta ke to
ch ange or add to the words of this Prophet brings upon man the
wrath and condemnation
of God. Once the world belie ves this and
begins to investigate
the modern day prophets we shall see if they
are false, for the thin gs they speak God has not commanded nor do
their prophecies come to pass.
Now the church of Christ in your community will teach you to do
exactly what Christ , this Proph et, commanded that the people be
tau gh t. Like the Lord commanded, we te ac h you to believ e in your
Lord , to repent of yo ur sins, to conf ess Him before men, and to be
baptized in the name of th e Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Ghost that you may be saved, have remission of sins as the Lord
promised in Luke 24: 45 and Mark 16: 16. So far as I know we stand
alone as a unique group in r ef using to compromise the words of our
Master as given by Him in the Great Commission, and standing
etern ally upon the words of this Prophet as being positively essential,
n eithe r a dding anything to His plan, either before of after becoming
a Christian. Th e Bibl e is our only guide. We believe in abiding by it
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and to leave undone what it does not permit. For twelve years, from
Little Rock, Arkansas, on our radio program, our slogan was "Back
to the Bible in All Things." That is the purpose of this broadcast. We
are calling men and women "back to the Bible"; "back to God's word";
"back to the words of this Prophet." This can't be wrong. Yes, we beg
of you to "investigate
the church of Christ in your community." If
there be not one, write to us and we shall be glad to help you. Write
to us for these lessons on "Why Investigate the Church of Christ?"
Study them with an open Bible. Brethren these great Bible truths
should be on every radio; on every television station; in every newspaper; and shouted from every nook and corner of this old earth
where men and women are accountable unto God. Let me, on behalf
of the Highland Church of Christ, thank you for your fellowship in
· helping make this great work possible. Without you it could not be
done. May we soon be able to enjoy the entire network over which
to declare these words of this Prophet of God. Will you who are
listening today not obey the words of this Prophet by believing in
Him, repenting of your sins, confessing His blessed name, and being
baptized as commanded by Him? May God bless you and keep you is
my prayer in the name of Jesus Christ this Prophet of God.

YOU MAY not be familiar with the HERALD OF TRUTH
television program, since it is not as widely carried as the
radio version. This television program is seen over approximately 40 stations every week. While it is not offered as a
substitute
for church attendance,
illness or confinement
need not prevent the viewers from the enjoyment and spirit
of a worship service. (And those who are not Christians are
attracted
by the simplicity and beauty of the worship
services.)
Television cameras take you inside a different church each
week to bring the complete service into the home ... from
the opening song to the closing prayer. You see Christians
worshiping in a different city each week.
this program is not seen in your area, call your TV
station and tell them of your interest. If enough Christians
in a locality will let the station know of their desire to see
this program, many times the station will make an effort
to start scheduling it. Public opinion does much to mold
the program schedules of television stations. Let your
station know that you want the HERALD OF TRUTH.
If
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hank you Phil. Today I shall discuss with you the eighth reason
for investigating
the church of Christ in your community. That
reason is that it has only the organization authorized in the Bible
by the revelation of the Spirit. I shall show you today that the church of
Christ is the church of the New Testament as to her organization. We
have reproduced in our generation and in the generation preceding
us the New Testament pattern of church organization, of church government. We have absolutely no conventions, no conferences, no synods,
no presbyteries, no cardinals, no bishops other than elders over local
congregations,
no human societies with corporate bodies controlling
the operation of the church. But God's order of things will always work
if given a chance. So, today let me show you by the Bible what the
organization
of the church of your Bible is. Now think this over
seriously: if the Lord has an organization or a systematic order by
which His body as an organism is to function then to have some other
order or organization would cause it to cease to be the church the
Lord built and it would become the church of some man or some set
of men. For it to be the church the Lord built it must not be changed
by man. Any right to change His church in any particular must come
from Him direct . No man or set of men dare sit in legislative, judicial,
or executive power over the Lord's church and presume to alter God's
order of things. This would be taking unto ourselves the prerogative
that belongs only to the Lord. This would be to us a "presumptive
sin." It presumes to know more of how and what His church should be
than did the Lord who built it, so we of the church of Christ in your
community are content to leave it just as the Lord set it up and feel
that He knew what was best. We then try to function in the framework of God's order of things. He made no mistake. We might. Given
a chance to function as the Lord arranged it, the church of the Lord
can take the world for Christ and would unite all honest seekers of
truth in one body, the church, as the Lord prayed might be done in
John 17:21. This can't be wrong.
CHRIST

THE

HEAD

Another vital point · for your consideration today is the fact that
we have no head but Christ. No man sits over us today as the vicar of
Christ. We have absolutely no earthly head. to direct the affairs of
the church. Now the reason we 'do not have is because in Eph. 1:20-23
Paul says God "set him, Christ, at his own right hand in the heavenly
places, far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion,
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and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that
which is to come: and hath put all things under his feet, and gave
him to be the head over all . things to the church which is his body,
the fullness of him that filleth all in all ." Also, in Colossians 1: 18 this
apostle says "And he is the head of the body, the church: who is the
beginning , the firstborn from the dead; that in all things he might
have the preeminence." Now the ·head is to direct the affairs of the
body; is to issue the orders and no man or set of men has the right
to countermand those orders. Not until He relinquishes His right as
head and God the Father invests this power in some other man or
men or institution, can the church of the New Testament have any
other head or governing body. In John 14°:25,26 Christ says to these
same apostles, "These things I have spoken unto you, being yet present
with you. But the Comforter, which is the _Holy Ghost (that is the Holy
Spirit) whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you
all things and bring all things to your remembrance, whatsoever I
have said unto you." Again in John 16: 12-14 Christ further says to
them, "I have yet many things to say unto you, but ye cannot bear
them now. Howbeit when he, the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide
you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself; but whatsoever
he shall hear, that shall he speak; and he will shew you things to
come . He shall glorify me: for he shall receive of mine, and shall
shew it unto you." Here we find that even the apostles, Peter included,
dare not bind on them anything not revealed to them by the Spirit
sent from the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. Peter says in I Peter
4: 11 "If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God." Christ
is the head. You dare not set aside His oracles and substitute your
own. This is fundamental. It is imperative that we learn this vital
truth. Jude says in verse 3, "It was needful for me to write unto you ...
and exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which
was once (and for all, says the Revised Version) delivered unto the
saints ."
This has the force of forbidding all further revelations to the
saints for it says "once and for all delivered. " That simply means it
is the last. It was this faith so delivered that was bound by the Lord
in heaven. Neither Peter nor Jude, nor any of the apostles or inspired
writers could add to it nor could they change it. If they could not then
I know we can't today. One must know therefore, that the church to
which he is united is _the church ·that adheres strictly to the "faith
once delivered to the saints." No earthly head, no council, no conference, no convention dare lay their hands on this "faith once delivered
to the saints" to alter it. When altered it ceases to be that faith and
becomes the product of those _ making the changes. This we must learn
before it is too late . The apostle John in John 12 and 48 records these
words of Christ, "He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, .
hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall
judge him in the last day." The church of which we are members must
have this word or we shall come to the judgment wanting. In Matthew

WHY

INVESTIGATE

THE

CHURCH

OF CHRIST

-

No. 3

Page 47

28: 18 Christ, after His · resurrection, says, "All power is given unto me
in heaven and in earth. " Not the least of this power has ever been
transferred
by Him to any earthly head or council with power to
change, alter, or add to the things He has given us as the head of His
church. It is Christ that is ·"King of kings and Lord of Lords," I Tim .
6:15 and Rev. 17:14. He is the sole ruler. There was never given to
any man on this earth power to become the earthly King of kings and
Lord of lords over the kingdom or church of the Lord . He alone is
both head and king. He has never resigned.
KIND

OF GOVERNMENT

In the Bible account of Christ's government we find that it is not
an episcopacy, it is not a democracy; nor is it an oligarchy. It is
a monarchy with Christ as the absolute monarch and head. He alone
makes the laws that govern the church of Christ in your community.
In James 4: 12 James says, "There is one lawgiver, who is able to
save and to destroy: who art thou that judgest another?" This law
is c·alled the "law of Christ," Gal. 6:2. Now Paul, the specially chosen
apostle to the Gentiles says in II Tim . 4: 1-4 "Preach the word; be
inst ant in season , out of season; reprove , rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and doctrine . For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to
themselves teachers, having itching ears; and they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables."
WHY

BE CERTAIN?

The reason I am pleading with you to investigate what you are
religiously and to investigate the church of Christ in your community
is because Paul says in II Thess. 2: 3-5 speaking of the second coming
of Christ, "Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall
not come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of
sin be revealed, the son of perdition ; who oppo1;3eth l;l,nd exalteth
himself above all that is called God, or that is worshipped; so that
he as God, (now listen to this carefully) so that he as God sitteth in
the temple of God, shewing himself that he is God. Remember ye not,
that when I was yet with you, I told you these things?" I know he is
not sounding out his warnings against the church of Christ in your
community for we have no such head over us calling himself God,
nor claiming to sit in the place of God to be worshiped as God by us,
His humble subjects. God called such a man "the man of sin."
HOW

HIS CHURCH

FUNCTIONS

'The "Head" of the church of Christ has elected to organize His
people -into groups, know as local congregations, with elders over them
to guide His affairs. The church of Christ has no universal, -earthly
human organization through which to operate or to function. No such
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organization
was ever set forth by our Head; no instructions
are
given for any such organization, hence, the church of Christ in your
community is not directed by _some super, universal head or ecclesiastical supreme court or society of any kind. It is strictly local in its
organizational
functions. In the first century of our New Testament
times local congregations
had "elders" to oversee them. There was
a plurality of them in each church. In Acts 14: 23 it reads "And when
they (Paul and Barnabas) had ordained elders in every church, and
had prayed with fasting, they commended them to the Lord, on whom
they believed." Every church had · not one, but a plurality of elders.
These elders were also known as "overseers ." In Acts 2: 28 Paul in
giving his famous lecture to the elders at · Ephesus says, "Take heed
therefore unto yourselves, and to all the flock, over which the Holy
Ghost hath made you overseers, to feed the church of God, which he
hath purchased with his own blood." The marginal reading of your
Bible says "bishops." This word for "overseers"
is the word for
"bishop." But Paul applied this term to the "elders at Ephesus"
(Acts 20: 17). We therefore are forced to conclude that the "bishops"
in the church of the Lord are the "elders" in that church and they
had to have a plurality in every church. They could not have just
one elder or bishop over the congregation nor could he be over a
number of congregations.
In Phil. 1, verse 1 Paul says, "Paul and
Timotheus, the servants of Jesus Christ, to all the saints in Christ
Jesus which are at Philippi, with the bishops and deacons, Grace be
unto you and peace from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus
Christ ." Here we find three things: the "elders," the "deacons" and
the "congregation
of saints."
In Titu~. chapter l, verses 5-9 Paul says "For this cause left I
thee in Crete, that thou shouldest set in order the things that are
wanting, and ordain elders in every city, as I had appointed thee."
In this chapter, as in I Timothy, chapter 3 Paul gives the qualifications
of these elders and bishops. Among those qualifications he says they
must be "the husband of one wife." Single men could not qualify for
elders, bishops, or pastors in the church of the first century, They
had to be married men. Elders, bishops, and pastors were the same
office of men.
DEACONS

Now in the organization of the Lord's church there were special
servants called "deacons." Paul gives instructions
concerning
their
qualifications in I Tim. 3:·8-13.
OTHER

WORKERS

Now the government of the Lord's church is as follows: Christ
the head; elders to rule or direct the local .congregations, Heb. 11: 7,
Acts 20: 28; deacons to act as special servants; · a.nd then the congregation of the local church over which the elders watch. It is from the
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congregation, now, that we select our teachers, our evangelists, and
all our workers. These are all under the supervision and direction of
the elders or bishops of the church, the bishops being the same as
the elders. Your Bible knows no other system of church organization
or government for the church of the Lord . It is under such arrangement that this program, Herald of Truth, is directed by the Highland
Church of Christ. Our elders have absolute supervision
of it. No
universal, corporate legislative body sits in judgment over us.. Sister
congregations and individuals assist us or it could not be possible for
us to carry on this great work. What might have been done through
some society, that would have control of this phase of the work of
the church, has been done by the simple , orderly arrangement
of
Christ's governmental
system. I mention this to point out to you
the fact that the arrangement
left by Christ to govern His body, His
church , ·can function and that beautifully if given a chance.

CONCLUSION

we therefore invite you to investigate the church of Christ in your
community for you will find it with the kind of governmental arrangement as described in your Bible and as given by the Lord. We do
not ;ary from your Bible in our affairs in the church. The Bible i~ our
sole guide. It is our final authority. By it we propose to go, by it to
be directed. No creeds, no councils, no synods, no conferences, no
bishops, no societies, no human earthly head can or does sit in judgment to direct our affairs. It is done by the elders of the local congregation. No other form of government can be found in !our ~i?le. If
the Bible be God's word then · let us respect Him by bemg willmg to
be governed by it and cease to substitute for His divine plan our own
human arrangement.

HOW TO BECOME

MEMBERS

You become members of this divine institution
by believing in
Christ, John 3 :16; by repenting of your sins, Acts 17:31; confessing
your faith in Christ, Acts 8: 37; and being baptized in Hi.s name for
the · remission of your sins, Acts 2:38. Those who were baptized for the
remission of sins in Acts 2:38 the Lord added to His church, Acts 2:47.
If you will dci what they did He will add you to the same church.
If not, why not? We therefore humbly submit to you these lessons on
Why Investigate
the Church of Christ
in Your Comm~nit~,
with the
prayer that you will do just that. When you do you will fmd we are
the New Testament church reproduced on earth for you today. May
God bless you and keep you is our prayer in His holy name.

DECIDING

DECIDING FOR ·CHRIST .
MBS

Network

By E. R. HARPER
Radio Sermon

No. 283

May 17, 1959

~y

friends, as I come to the close of my present series of sermons,
me thank the many who have written us that you have
enjoyed our lessons; also those who have written, expressing a
difference of conviction regarding the . lessons I have delivered. Some
of y·ou have written me very nice letters endeavoring to show me
where I am wrong. Now I want you to know I appreciated this effort
on your part, especially when they were written as kindly as some
of you have written to me. I pray that you will continue to study these
great and vital issues and that one day you may see where I have
presented the truth on such subjects as "The New Birth"; "How We
Get Into Christ" where all spiritual blessings are to be enjoyed;
"Heart-felt Religion"; and 'Why Investigate the Church of Christ in
Your Community." I have tried to deliver them in kindness, yet with
conviction that you may know I believe them to be the truth with
all my heart. Write us for these and other lessons and as long as they
last we shall be only too happy to mail them to you.

rre,,,let

DECISION

FOR CHRIST

Now today for my closing lesson I have selected to discuss with
you the subject just announced , "Decisions .for Christ." Today this
term has become a very popular one. We hear on every side the
expression, I have made a "Decision for Christ." Over our radios,
televisions, in the papers, from pulpits we hear it announced, "So
many made decision for .Christ last night," or maybe it is announced
"Two hundred or maybe five hundred called in by phone and told of
their having made decisions for Christ." These are all reported then as
having been saved, or born again, hence so many hundreds of thousands are reported saved in this or that effort. Now this lesson is
not intended as a severe criticism nor is it to be taken as an unkind
rebuke to people who are trying to be saved, or who may think they
have made "Decisions for Christ." I only wish to discuss what I from
my heart believe is necessary to constitute an acceptible decision for
Christ. I fear that many who think they have made a "Decision for
Christ" have failed to understand . what a "Decisic;m for Christ" really
implies, what it really means. I am sure it means more than . just
deciding that you will cease doing wrong and that you will receive
Christ as your Saviour. Now it includes this certainly but my good
people you can't make a complete Bible "Decision for Christ" just
sitting at your radio or your television. You can make up your mind
and come to the decision that you will do everything necessary to
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accept Christ, but it takes more than that for Christ to accept you.
Until Christ has decided for you, you have not made a Bible "Decision
for Christ." It is not a one-way affair. Christ has a say in this matter
and it is here, so many times, that failure comes. Man is not willin 9
to do what Christ has demanded in making that decision for Christ
but in turn demands of Christ that Christ save him upon his, man's
terms. When Christ, who is the Saviour, lays down the terms upon
which He will accept man, and man refuses to submit to Christ's
commands, it is then that man has rebelled against Christ, rather than
having decided for Christ and is now demanding that Christ decide to
save man on man's terms. So our question today is, Have we really
decided for Christ? Or has that which we thought to be a decision for
Christ been in fact a rejection of the Christ?
MUST

OBEY CHRIST

There are two classes of people: One class that obeys the Lord
or does what He commands, the other that will not obey Him, or
that does not do His will . Now the question I want you to answer is:
which of the two has decided for Christ? The one that obeyed Him
or the one that would not obey Him? This is fundamental.
There is
absolutely
no "Decision for Christ" until man has obeyed Christ.
You niay think you have · decided for Him . You may be honest in
believing you have and yet it is possible to be deceived. Saul of Tarsus,
Acts 9, was honest but deceived; Cornelius, Acts 10, was honest but
unsaved; the people in Acts 19: 1-10 were honest, but deceived; Lydia
and those with her, Acts 13, were honest but lost. They were all
devoutly honest, but wrong. The multitude on Pentecost was honest,
devoutly religious, but deceived. All of them believed they had made
"Decisions for God" and they were saved and in covenant relationship
with God but they were lost. They had to do something more. What
they had to do we have to do . In Matt. 7:21 Christ said "Not every one
that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven;
but he that doeth the will of niy Father which is in heaven." In
Heb. 5: 8,9 the writer says "Though he were a Son, yet learned he
obedi ence by the things which he suffered; and being made perfect,
he became the author of eternal salvation unto all them that obey
him." In II Thess. 1:7,8 Paul says the Lord "shall be revealed from
heaven with his mighty angels, in flaming fire, taking vengeance on
them that know not God, and obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ." Now any decision that is a "Decision for Christ" has to include
doing the will of the Father; · and obeying the gospel of our Lord.
Anything short of this is not a surrender but a rejection. In Luke 6: 46
Christ asks "Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things
which I say?"
REBELLION

-

IS DISOBEDIENCE

In I Samuel 15: 22,23 . Samuel said to Saul,
great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices,

"Hath the Lord as
as in obeying the
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voice of the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to
hearken than the fat of rams. For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected
the word of the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king."
God had told King Saul to destroy the Amalekites and all they had. He
went forth to battle. He won the victory over the enemy but he failed
to obey the voice of God. He did not kill th em all. He saved the king
and the fat of the cattle . Samuei said that by so doing he "rejected
the word of the Lord," and had rebelled against the Lord. Here the
prophet announces the princi ple that has always, without exception,
been demanded by the Lord: That man obey His voice and when he
does not, no matter how loud he may proclaim his submission to the
Lord, the Lord rejects him and counts it a reb ellious act. I may
tell the world I have made a decision for Christ and then refuse to
obey His voi ce, and all my crying about de cis ions for Christ will come
up to the ears of the Lord as did the pleadings of King Saul who
said "Blessed be the name of the Lord: I have performed the commandment of the Lord." Yes, the king praised the name of the Lord,
he said "I have performed the commandment
of the Lord,'' but he
was condemned because he had not gone all the way in that obedience.
Your "Decision for Christ," my friends, will have to take you all the
way with Him and His voice .
THOSE

WHO

DECIDED

FOR

CHRIST

In Joel 3: 13 after having pictured to them the sins of the people
and having commanded them to assemble in the valley of Jehoshaphat
where He would sit to judge all the heathen round about, God says
"Put ye in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe: come, get you down;
for the press is full, the fats overflow; for their wickedness is great .
Multitudes, multitudes
in the valley of decision; for the day of the
Lord is near in the valley of decision." Were the prophet writing in
our day he would cry even louder because of the condition of our
nation. God is denied, Christ dethroned, the Holy Spirit declared but
a myth, the Bible made fun of, the church pictured as a nonessential
institution
though it cost the life and blood of Christ, commands of
God are declared nonessential
to our salvation , and the Great Commission of our Lord as given in Matt. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15,16 has
long since been abandoned and the world is being told they can make
" Decisions for Christ" and never obey His orders set forth in these
passages that are world-wide in their scope and personal in their
application. Christ said "Go preach the gospel to every creature." He
declared "He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved." Yet the
multitudes, now, as in Joel's day, are sitting in the valley of decision
not knowing what it is to decide for Christ nor do they know when
they have decided for Him. Yes, the hour of decision is here, the day
of the Lord for our decision has come. Millions never darken the
doors of any church building, half the population of our nation profess
no religious faith, and infidelity and crime are on the march as never
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before in the hi story of our 11ation. Consider tlie crime wave, not
only among adults but among the teenage groups. Sixty million ad ults
drinking
intoxicating
liquors,
millions
becoming
problem drinkers,
fifteen to twenty billions of doll ars spent each year on drinking,
gambli ng and law enforcement.
Our jails are fill ed with our own
boys and girls. The pri so n ca mps overflow. Why all this? Our divided
condition in the religious wor ld is one contributing
factor to it if
our Lord knew the answer. H e prayed in John 17: 21 that we all be
one. Why this pr ayer? Hear your Lord give the answer and then see
the r easo n for all this conf u sion in our world, He said "That the world
may believe that th ou hast sent me." He knew that divided as the
world is today, m en and women, boys and girls would be come confuse d
and re fuse to believe that Christ came from God. That is exactly
what has happened .
DECISIONS

FOR CHRIST

In Acts , chapter two, we have the record of a great revival meeting
with people gather ed from every nation und er heaven. A great company
of workers were present . Twelve inspired preachers
were sent there
by the Lord Himself. The Holy Spirit was there, working and speaking
to these people through these men. They spake as the Spirit was
guiding them . Thous an ds were pres ent as they are in many campa igns
in our generation . The pr eac hers in this grea t ca mpai gn were the
a postles of our Lord , among whom was the apostle Peter. These
preachers t old this aud ience, who had, just a few days prior to this
occas ion, cried for the blood of Christ, that the y with wicked hands
had crucified the Lord, the God had rai sed H im, from the dead, that
He was then, at that time · raised to sit upon t he throne of David and
had been exalted then at the ri ght hand of God. He then declared unto
them that God h ad made this same Je su s who m they had crucifie d
both Lord a nd Ch rist. Having now he ar d th is, belie vin g it to be true
they stand in the valley of decis ion. They . must decide either for
Christ or against Him. Which shall it be? Now is their hour of
decision. Th ey were "pricked in th eir hearts,'' that is, convicted of their
sins. They now belie ve th at Christ is everything that was eve r claimed
for Him, yet believing' this they were not saved. Realizing that faith
only wou ld not suffice they as k the apostles , "m en and brethren what
'shall we do?" The hour to make up thei r minds has come. The time
for them to make a decision for Christ is here . Th ey, from their
convicted hearts , beg to know what to do. Pe te r said to them " Repent
and be baptize d e ver y one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the
remis sio n of sins and ye shall r ec eive the gif t of the Holy Ghost."
Her e is the test of th eir decision for Christ. They now believe in
Chri st as God's Son, th e Saviour of mankind . They are cut to their
hearts over their condition . They mu st now decide if they will do
what Peter commanded them to do or if th ey, like King Saul, will
not hearken unto this command. Th ey mu st dec ide but that " Decision
for Christ" here will include · baptism for the remission of their sins.
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will they do? They made the decision just as you will have to
your "Decision for Christ" brings to you the remission of your
In verse 4 the record says "And they that gladly received his
were baptized and the same day there were added unto them
three thousand souls." Yes, they made the "Decision for Christ";
gladly submitted to His orders, three thousand of them.
STRANGE

THIS!

Friends, here is a rather
strange
thing to me. In this great
campaign of Acts 2, the preacher upon this occasion told those who
were seeking to know what they must do, to "repent and be baptized
every one of you for the remission of sins." My question now is this:
Why is it that this same command if given today in our great revival
campaigns could kill them cold in their tracks? Why is it that people
will not give their time and their money to the support of preachers
who tell the people just what Peter told his great revival audience
of many thousands?
What is the difference in then and now? Have
we a different gospel today? Have we a different
Saviour today?
Have the words of the apostles ceased to be binding today? Churches
of Christ in your community preach this same sermon. Those who
in our revival campaigns make decisions for Christ as their personal
Saviour are taught to do exactly what these were taught to do on
Pentecost. Acts 2 is the proper way to make "Decisions for Christ."
Any decision that rebels against doing what these did is not a decision
really, but is rebellion.
SAUL

OF TARSUS

DECIDES
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Another genuine "Decision for Christ" is that of Saul of Tarsus,
the record of which is found in Acts, chapters 9 and 22. Here was a
man who persecuted
Christ, Acts 9: 4; a man who persecuted
the
church even unto strange cities and caused them to blaspheme, Acts
26: 11. The Lord appeared to him and when Saul asked "Lord what
wilt thou have me to do?" the Lord only told him to go to the city and
there it would be told him what he must do. He goes to the city.
Christ sends Ananias to tell him what he must do. When the man
of God came the only thing he told Saul to do was to "arise and be
baptized and wash away thy sins calling on the name of the Lord."
The time of Paul's complete "Decision for Christ" has now come.
He now knows what he has further to do to have his sins washed
away by the blood of Christ. Will he surrender: to the will of Christ
and be baptized to have his sins washed away or will he refuse and
by so doing reject the Lord? The "Hour of His Decision" was there.
"Behold it is better to obey than to sacrifice." To fully and completely
"decide for Christ" he must do what Christ ·commanded him to do.
He arose and was baptized as commanded. Suppose he had refused
to do what the man of God, sent by the Lord Himself, commanded
him? Would he have surrendered
to Christ or would he have rebelled
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against Christ? Saul's complete "Decision for Christ" demanded baptism
that his sins might be washed away (Acts 22:16). This is what your
Bible actually says, friends. It has to be right. What is wrong with
a revival campaign that would be destroyed if the preacher gave this
command to them? What about the "Decisions for Christ" that refuse
to be baptized that their sins may be washed away as did Saul? What
is wrong with the Bible answers to these great questions? In your
decision for Christ, were you baptized that your sins might be washed
away as were Saul's? Did he surrender? Hear him in Philippians 3:7,8
where he says, "But what things were gain to me, those I counted
loss for Christ." He further says and I "do count them but refuse that
I may win Christ." Yes, this is a Bible "Decision for Christ." Paul
said of those in Corinth, in I Cor. 12: 13, "We are all baptized into one
body." Paul said to those at Rome, "We are buried with him in
baptism," Rom. 6: 4. My friends, a complete decision for Christ includes
believing in Him with all your heart, Acts 8: 37, repenting of all your
sins, Acts 17: 30, confessing Christ before men, Matt. 8: 32, and being
baptized in the name of our Lord for the remission of your sins, Matt.
28: 18-20; Acts 2: 38, and that by a burial and a resurrection,
Col. 2: 12;
as did those in Jerusalem, Corinth, Ephesus, Philippi, Rome and Saul
o'f Tarsus. Will you not come now with a complete surrender, making
a full and complete "Decision for Christ" as did all these in our Bible?
It can't be wrong for it is what they did. May the good Lord bless
you to know Christ in a complete "Decision for Him," and may He
keep you is my prayer for you in His name.
Again, let me thank you for listening, for writing, and for your
fellowship in this great work. Brethren,
these vital truths should
be on every radio network, and on every television
station in the
world. Remember
the prophet says we are the "watchmen
on the
wall" and God will require
their
blood at our hands. He has
commanded us to send the gospel to "every creature" in "all the
world," Mark 16: 15.
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